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Today’s Plan 

•  Finishing drug chart 
•  Discussing drug laws 
•  Schizophrenia 
•  Psychedelics and other psychotomime;cs 



Where were we on the drug chart? 



Homework 
• Assigning presentation dates 
•  Comment on the blog, 

pharmacology.mit.edu 
•  Review the recreational drugs chart, make 

sure you have some familiarity with the 
drug classes “Sedatives” through 
“Inhalants”. Memorize one example of 
each, and roughly what it does. Don’t worry 
about “Other”. 



Discussion: 
Drug Laws 

What do you know about drug laws? 



Discussion: 
Drug Laws 

Should marijuana be legal? 



Discussion: 
Drug Laws 

Should marijuana possession just warrant a ticket, 
like it does now in Massachusetts? 



Discussion: 
Drug Laws 

Should medical marijuana be legal? 



Discussion: 
Drug Laws 

Agonist substitution? 
Methadone clinics? 

Heroin clinics? 



Discussion: 
Drug Laws 

Should salvia be illegal? 



Discussion: 
Drug Laws 

Should alcohol be illegal? 



Discussion: 
Drug Laws 

Should we lower the drinking age to 18? 



Discussion: 
Drug Laws 

Is it good that we keep pseudoephedrine cold 
medicines behind the counter? 



Discussion: 
Drug Laws 

Should there be any legal access at all to mind-
expanding or recreational drugs, like psychedelics? 

What about heroin? 



What is psychosis? 



What is schizophrenia? 



What else causes psychosis? 

•  Full blown mania in Bipolar Disorder - 
Type I 

• Drugs 
• Alzheimer’s and other types of dementia 



Circuits in the brain 

Some circuits in the brain are well understood. 
What circuit have I showed you before? 
 Hint: It involved one region sending axons 

to a second region and releasing a specific 
neurotransmitter to send a certain message. 













Psychotomime;cs: Drugs that induce psychosis, or “mimic” the 
symptoms of psychosis. What drugs might do that? See drug chart 
and neurotransmiDers chart. 








