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INTRODUCTION

The studies on which this monograph is based began in 1954--the
eventful year in which France defeated E.D.C., the treaty creating &
European Defense Community proposed by French initlative four years
earlier, snd the year in which a new French census was taken. These
two events, apparently quite disparste to most observers, seemed to
this writer rather directly related. Living in France during 1954-55,
he was able to detect a false note in the sociological assumptions
shout regionsl France then being put forwerd by French statesmen and
scholars to "account for" the political decision that rejected E.D.C.

Two major issues were raised by the Great Debate over E.D.C. that
preoccupied French statesmen during the four years leading to & negative
decision, and have continued to preoccupy French scholars in the ten
years since that decision was taken. These issues were and are:

(1) What is regional France really like, when we move from the lmagin-
ative concepts created by gifted writers to the unimaginative facts
reported by census data? ({2) Once we establish a data-based analysis of
regional France today, how does this analysis improve our understanding
of French political behav or #ith respect toc national issues {e.g., elec~
tions) and internstional issues {e.g., treaties such as E.D.C.)}?

These two issues have remained at the center of our attention in
the decade of sequential studies that are brought together lu this
monograph. We began with a close analysls of the E.D.C. defeat &nd the

explanation of this event put Torward by French statesmen and scholars.
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This effort was sponsored by the Institut d'Etudes Europfenes in Paris--
supported jointly by M.I.T.'s Center for International Studies and the
Sorbonne's Fondation Netionele des Sciences Politiques--under the direc-
tion of this writer. Its product was & book which demonstrated, guite
conclusively, that explanations of French political bebavior in terms
of French regionalism were bound to be wrong because their assumptions
about French regions were inaccurate. The book proves that the basic
propositions sbout regional sociology and politicsl decision in France
vere demonstrebly false.'

This pegatlive finding--with positive indicaticns that dets-besed
analysis of census results would produce new insights into the French
socicpolitical process~-motivated us to undertake strict stetistical
analysis of the 1954 census coupled with case-studies of the "unexpec-
tedly dynamic" southern regions of France in 1960-61, when this writer
was residing in that area as a Visiting Professor st Aix-en-Provence and
Nice. Support for these studies was granted by the M.I.T.-Hervard Joint
Center for Urban and Regional Studies. Unfortunately, the case-studies
made by this writer were lost in transatlantic transit, but the statistical
anelysis of 1954 census data under Dr. Morton Gorden produced results of
sufficient interest to warrant & 1961 report to the Joint Center.®
On the basis of this 1961 report, the Joint Center decided to support

@ continuing 1962-€3 study that would help me'‘ntain our doctorel candidate,

1. See D. Lerner & Raymond Aron, France Defeats E.D.C. {Pracger,
1957;e A French version was published as La Querelle de la C.E.D. (Colin,
1956). A digest of these findings appears as the first of the "lase Studies"
presented in Part III of this monograph.

2. D. Lerner & M. Corden, "Static France and Dynamic France" (mim-
eograph, 1960).



Howard Rosenthal, in France. His purpose was to obtain and report 1962
census data, while making several fresh "case-studies" of regional France.
The comparison of 1954 and 1962 census date in Part IX end the cese-studies
of Poujadism and Communism in Part IIT were done by Rosenthal. The present
report was edited by Gorden; general supervision of the reseerch and
reporting has been under Lerner.

The present report takes us much deeper into the analysis of the
issues on which our researches began to focus a decade ago: (1) the
sociology of regional France; (2) its relation to national and inter-
netional French politics. On the issue of regional sociology, comparison
of the eight-year periods terminating in the census data of 1954 and 1962
has proved fruitful. We have been able to show that during the initial
postwar eight-year period (1946-1954) the modernization of regional
France was associated, not with the ccnrentional imagery of "natural
regions,” but with the growth and spread of "urban regions.” The latter
have spread in flat contradiction--at least in the southern regions
defined by Toulouse and Marseilles and Nice--to the conventional imagery
of the lazy meridional end the easygoing midi that have long been as-
sumed in French regionsl studies.

During the second eight-year period (1954-1962), we show that
French modernization has passed completely out of the realm of conventional
regional psychology (based on climatke end cheracter} into the realm of
modern urban-reglcnal studies (based on urbanism and mobility). Indeed,
the new data show French urbanization to hawve grown so rapidly that a

sufficient urban base now exists to make Ffurther modernization inevitable.



The mass medis now reach everyvhere in Frence. | As a result--our report
poignantly notes-~-some old village people still wear black clothing to
continue the traditionel "cult of the dead," most young villege people
wear colorful shorts and slacks to initiate the modern “cult of the
living." What our present report suggests, though it cennot prove, is
that French urbanization has reached its "eritical msss’ in many regions.
The mass media and cheep transp ¢t are carrying on from there. These
make villagers "urbane" without wurbanizing them. They teach villagers
how to look and act lilke urbanites without making a permanent change of
residconee.

That French villegers now look like urbanites is a matter on which
we can only report our visual impressions. That they now act like
urbanites, however, is a matter on which we have decisive data. Behav-
loral indices are the crux of behavioral science and we therefore focus
our data-reporting on the figures which show "homogeneity"” growing through-
out the 90 Departments of France. That the mass medis are spreading even
more rapidly through rural than urban France (according to our 1962 cen-
sus data) revesls how effectively the modernization process--or what we
have called the "homogenization" process--is at work. That "urbanized"
farmers do better than "traditional"” fermers--as indexed by our agricul-
tural preductivity scores-~sugurs the continuing wrbanization of the
rural population.

We come, then, to the view that France is undergoing the major
transformation from a predominantly rural-agricultural soclety to &
predominantly urban-technological society. On the historical side,

this means that urban exploitation of the peassantry is gone. The era
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of the "delicious ten-cent omelette” is over in regional France. Now-
adays, the omelette will surely cost more than ten cents; and it mey not
be delicious. The French peassnt has learned double-entry bookkeeping,
and he 1s determined to come out on the black side of the ledger, however
this may affect his image among "the others.” Besides, now that he has
machines to run and tend, he hasn't "time" for fooling around with

casse-cnﬁte. Far more important--now that his wife wants a Singer

sewing~machine, his daughter wants a store-bought skirt, his son wants
a scooter, and he wants a car--is how to manege his income taxes. This
is the Lerner Law of Agricultural Productivity: =as "rate" increasses,
"charm" decreases.

But are we dealing with other issues thaa "charm''? As "rate" in-
creases among French farmers, important innovations appear in their
political ﬁehavior. Here the Rosenthal case-studies of Poujadism and
Commmnism are very much in point. They show that both extremes of the
French political continuum--Left as well as Right--now operate indepen-~
dently of conventional regional stereotypes and indeed contrary to cur-
rent reglonal hypotheses. It is demonstrebly inaccurate, for example,
{0 assert that politicel extremism is higher in "static France.’
Rosenthal documents the contrary assertion in a fascineting way, showing
that Poujede's voters are more numerous in the relatively dynamic de-
partments of regionel France-~those departments in which the recent ex~
perience of rising growth '"rates" has rapidly increased expectations of
future growth. These heightened expectations, when subjected to short-

term frustrations, are the source of extremist political behavior such
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as Poyjadism in regional France.

Equally fascinsting is Ro ¢ enthal's showing that Commmism in
regional France has entered an "inertial" phase--maintaining itself
by the organizationsl routinization of existing strongpoints, but adding
few new strongpoints by mcbilizing end recruiting fresh elements from
the regionsl population. Related to this showing are Lernmer's 1560-61
studies of "family socialization’ among industrial workers in the
soutiern departments of France. These studies showed that among the
younger children of younger industriael workers--those children atternding
primery and early secondary school in 196l--there was a strong shift of
"gsocislization values” from ideopolitical to socioeconcmic standards
of judgment and behavior. As compared with older children of industrial
workers~-those alreedy on the job in 1961--the youngsters put far less
velue upon ''class soliderity’ and far more value upon “perscnal mcbility."”
On such "solidarity" issues as clothing (the famous blue denim of the
French worker), collective action {through demonstrations or strikes),
and party affilistion (Commmist or Socialist) the youngsters were either
indifferent or disdainful. Moreover, they reported that thelr parentis
encouraged them to ignore "solidarity” activities and focus on "mobility"
actlivities--such as acquiring through education the skills and menners
that would enable them to "rise” out of the working class into the
higher sociceconamic strata. Independent interviews with the parents
confirmed thet industriel workers in the southern departments--and
especlally younger parents ameng the workers--were consciously socializing
their children to downgrade "solidarity” in favor of "mobility" values.

Sic transit gloria proletarii!




With the passage of the sturdy peasant and the staunch proletarian,
the sociological structure of modern France undergoes very deep trans-
formetion. For two centuries or more--from the centralized regime
established in the 18th century to the end of World War II-~France was
the A/B country par excellence. France A was Paris, urban, industrial,

commnicative, modern; France B was le province; rural, agricultural,
secretive, arriere. This tidy division of the national life into A/B
compartments--France A acting in the world by skill and France B support-
ing it by lebor--has been disrupted by urban technology snd is being re-
ghaped by urban commmnicaticn.

| In France today, &8 our studies show, no regional A/B dichotomy
can readily be plotted on the map. The precess of homogenization is
well advanced--with the result that regional France increasingly looks
and acts like Perisian France. The impact on nstiona’ politics is
glready evident in the inadequecy of conventionel categories to explain
recent electoral behavior within France--as in the Poujadist sod Com-
munist movements. The impact on French polliticel behavior in the world
srenn--as foreshadowed a decade ago in the E.D.C. and elaborated by

De Gaulle today--remains to be investigated in detail.
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PART I

URBAN REGIONS AND THE TRARSFORMATION
OF FRANCE®

Modernization in a Developed Country

Regionalism hes played a large role in French 1life and thought.>
The great "natural regions” scquired centuries ago same distinctive
marks which they stlill bear today~-the dairy region of Normandy, the
maritime reglon of Brittany, the wine regions of the Loire and of the

Rhone. 2

Only in the 18th ceatury, according to Tocqueville, did the
heavy hand of centralized government begin to subordinate the proud
traditions of regional differences based on nature--a process completed

by the Napoleonic system in the 19th century.3 The motive of central-

* We wish to thank the Joint Center for Urban Studies of M.I.T. and
- Hervard University for & grant in support of the research on which
this monograph is based.

1. V. Cherles-Brun, Le Regionalisme (Paris, 1911) is the stendard account
of traditional reglonalism in modern form. A good interwer survey is
R. K. Gooch, Regionalism in France (Century, 1931). An enlightening
postwar account, despite its sggressive literary style, is J. P. Gravier,
Paric et le Desert Francais (Paris, 1947).

2. Presses Universitaires de France, in its series "Que Sais-je?", has
published over a dozen regional histories-~-including Normandy, Brit-
tany, Alsace, Lorraine, Provence, Savoie, Auvergne, Dauphiné--as well
as of Paris snd Lyon.

3. Alexis de Tocqueville, The 0ld Reglme and the French Revolution (Double~
day Anchor, 1955), esp. Pt. II, Ch. 2.



ization was fiscal revenue, its method was political control. France
vas divided into administrative units called departments and ruled
by agents of the central authority called Ere"fetsah The lines of
communication (roads, railways) followed the political chain of
command-~-from prefecture to Paris--with direct communication between
departments virtually banned. Until 1871, indeed, "the Departments
were forbidden by law to correspond with one another through their

General Councils and to enter into agreement to underteke any common

purpose.” >

The nev law of 1871 gave the departments the right to communicate
with each other--but only on "questions of common interest which ere

not politicel in cheracter” and only after prior notification to

the prefect of the departments concerned. Accordingly, the Frenchman
remained @ political adminisire. A movement of protest against
"stranguletion by centralization’ promptly took shape under the
benner of regionslism. The Provengal poet, de Berbec-Perussis, colned
the term in 18Tk and it has remained in use ever since. 1In the next
three generations, regionalism developed into an importent literery
movement and social ideclogy, based on the notion of a pervasive

"vegetal element” in the human life-history: healthy growth occurs

4. Pierre-Henry, Histolre des Préfets (Paris, 1950) surveys the
system of regional administration from 1600 to 1950. A socio-
logical study of the prefectural system today is in progress undexr
the direction of Professor Michel Crozier of the Sorboune.

5. R. K. Gooch, gp. cit., p. 11T



only when roots have been deeply planted in & native soil and the
organism is nurtured in & nstive climete.

The regionalists directed their wrath against the cmnipotence
of Paris, which obliterated natural regionel variations by imposing
administrative centrel standards and impoverished the regions by draw-
ing their youth to the metropolis.

In articulating their protest, the regionslists revived the
ancient ideas of regional differences as determinant of the way of

life. Maurice Barres, in Les Déracines, asserted that the cream of

young manhood of Lorraine, by following the road that led to Paris,
had been "deracinated" (cut off from their roots). This process,
repeated through all the regions of France, represented a 'devital-
ization" of the "nationel energy.' Once again the regional imegery
of the stout Normand, the dour Breton, the easygoing meridional
geined currency aend credence. Marcel Psgnol's prize-winning film
Marius, which dramatized this regional imsgery in 1932, is "still

one of the most popular movies in France, especially in the Midi. w6

RAGIONALISM AS SOCIAL SCIENCE

Sociel science develcped in France during the 19th century,
as the image of regional France was being reshaped under the pressure
of centralizing government. A long tradition of social history,

enlivened with the insights of amateur social psychology, was

6. Laurence Wylie, Village in the Vaucluse (Harvard, 1957), p. 266.




gradually remade 1into a more modern type of social science. A major
instrument of this change was the comparative study. No longer did the
observer focus exclusively on the particularities of a single region;
now the array of locgl diversities was collated and compared. A pioneer
of comparative studies was Fréderic Le Play, who devoted much of his
life to coliecting, classifying and comparing empirical data on over

; 300 working clesss families in every Europeen and several Asian countries.
Le Play wished to study the impact of industrislization upon the new
urban working class. Accordingly, he reasoned, it was necessary to

"control" all regionel veriations. His monumental Les Ocuvriers

Européens (printed in six volumes, 1655), exemplified the basic concept

and method of studylng secular sociel problems within their naturel

geographical ::363“1:’::.11133,7

This new conception gave geography & commanding position at the
center of social science in France (as compared with economics in
Britain and sociology in the United States). The first great schools
of "human geography,” a distinctively French discipline, were based
on the assumption that the most important context for studylng people
was vhere they livedoB Geography made its impact on each of the soclal
sciences. The "economic geogrephy’ associated with Henri Hauser still

persists in French scholarship ’coda.yog The "political geography"

7. Daniel Lerner, ed., The Euman Meaning of the Social Sclences
(Meridian, 1959).

8. See the megistral four-volume work by Meximilimsn Sorre, e human
geographer who, within the past decade, presided over the Cenire
d'Etudes Sociologiques in Paris.

9. Henri Heuser, Les Régions Ecoromiques (Paris, 1918).




initiated by André’ Siegfried earlier in this century is still the
mejor tradition of electoral studies in current French political
scienceolo While no "psychological geography”’ ever attained profes-
siocnal standing, the strong tradition of regional psychology and

&e’ographie sentimentale in French letters was meinteined by eminent

historians and literary men. French scholars have naturally turned,
therefore, to the categories of geography in formulating their problems,
ordering their data, and interpreting their findings.

Not until recently hes the authority of this position been ques-
tioned seriously among French social scientists. Indeed, the effort
to re-think the analytic categories inherited from humen geography
by all the social sciences took shape only during the past decade.

In 1951, the senior French historian Fernand Braudel wrote & chel-
lenging paper entitled "Geography Faces the Social Sciences. nld In
the following year, the senior sociologists of France, led by Georges
Friedmann, convoked thelr colleagues in nelighboring disciplines for a

conference on Villes et Campa@mes.lz As indicated by their subtitle,

“Urban Civilization and Burel Civilizetion in France,” the conferees

were seeking new snalytlc categories for social research. In particular,

10. Andrd Siegfried, Tableau Politique de la France de 1'Cuest sous
111° Républigue (Paris, 1913).

11. Fernand Braudel, "La gdographie face sux sciences humsines 5"
Annales {October-December 1951).

12. Georges Friedmann, ed., Villes et Campagnes (Paris, 1952}.




they were seeking to replace the "vegetal" rubrics of traditional
reglonalism with the behavioral concepts of urbanism.

A profound shift of perspective was involved here. Huuan geog-
rapbers had studied climate and rainfall, topography and resources,
flora and feuna a8 principal components of the humen habitet--which
indeed they were in the egricultural France of long tradition. Con-
temporary social scientists were more concerned with class structure,
religious practice, family orgenization, occupational distribution,
transport and mcbility--the psycho-sociological factors which bhave

differentiated the "milieu technigue” of the city from the "milieu

naturel” of the countryside. In the philcscophic sense, this shifted
attention from the natural and God-glven ccologlcal features of the
hebitat, epparently fixed and immutable, to the man-made and highly
variasble institutions and practices which account for social change.
These efforts ylelded, ian the course of the decade, & numher of
striking new hypotheses about the changing conditions of French life.
Possibly the most impertant of these was the hypothesis that France
could be divided into two parts: France A and France B. France &
was dynamic, progressive, adaptive to change; France B was statlce,
traditional; routinized in its perspectives end practices. This
dichotomous conception of dynamic versus statlic France is attraciive;
it has the elegant simplicity of all ideal types. Thet "urban civ-
ilization" should be radically different from "rural civilization"
in France seems naturel. Ino America, s in all modern countries that

have lived through and studied the sccular process of urbanization,



we know that i1t alters individuals; reshepes institutions, and trans-
forms & nation's way of life. America and Britain had undergone this
transformation by the early decades of the century, completing it in
the aftermath of World War I (vhen the popular song asked: ‘How're
you gonna keep ‘em down on the farm after they've seen Paree?").
Continental Europe--from France to Russia--has been undergoing this
process during the middle decedes of the century, completing it in the
aftermath of World War II. The rest of the world hes entered into the
process of building an urban civilization and will, hopefully without
@ World War III, complete it during the latter decades of this century.

The process of urbanization, therefore, has been and continues to
be crucilal. Hovw to reshepe a8 traditional rural civilization into a
modern urban civilization is & key problem of this century. Since
this process involves the transformation of ways of life and thought
for millions of people, there is probadly no question more fundamental
on the agenda of modern socisl science. The example of Europe i1s valusble
for analysis and reflection, because the continental countries have not
yet completed their process or their thinking ebout it. France, a
nation gifted in dramstizing its public problems, is especially inter-
esting. A key question is vhy the atiractive typology of dynamic
France versus stetic France has produced regional hypotheses that are
regularly disconfirmed by the facts of contemporary French life. If
we can understand this misfit of theory and reality, we shell be in

& better position to understand the process of modernization.



The weakness of the French theory appears to be located in the
debate between reglonalism and urbanism. We have indicated that
traditional French regionalism was based on the spparently permanent
features of the natural habitat: climate and weather, topography
and soil, flora and fauna. ‘Tne newer French urbanism, on the contrary,
deals with variebles produced by changing humen asctivity: authority
and power, wealth and income, class and stetus, culture and personslity.
A fundamental outlook on the human condition is involved in this shift
of research perspectives. Accordingly, the French effort to replace
the categories of "human geography” by those of "behavicral science”
--and the particular French conflict between regionalism end urbanism--
presents us with a case that is singulsrly interesting for regicnal
scientists everywhere.

We believe that the French effort to preserve geography while
studying behavior breaks down because traditional regionalism has
not been effectively reconciled with modern urbanism. Even the recent
effort to delinemte ideal types of urban and rural civilization does
not hold up when these ideel types are m=tched against the map of
France. Some rural areas have proved relatively dynamic, some urban
areas have remained relatively static. The degree of dynamism in each
region appears to be more closely associsted with the behavior of its
urban centers then with fixed properties of its natural habitat. This
disparity between the God-given regions and the map-made cities is the

crux of our inquiry.



CHANGING FRANCE: MOBILITY AND URBARISM

Much has changed in France during recent decades, particularly
since the end of World Wer II. The "natural elements" of climate,
soil, hsbitat which did useful service during the long centuries of
the agrarian past no longer explain much. The close-mouthed Auvergnst
and the garrulous meridionsl are nowadays more likely to be conventional
stereotypes rather than behavioral descriptions. Climate no longer
shapes character, nor does areca determine attitude, in most of France.
For the plain fact is that nowadays when one talks about the Provencal
or Savoyard, often one is talking ebout people who were not even born
or raised in those regions.

Geographical mobility hes entered into the lifeways of provincial
France. To an extent not even suspected until a few years ago, large
proportions of people living in any reglon of Frence are likely to have
been born or raised elsewhere. The sheer msgnitude of provincial
mobility was first shown in & study of Auxerre, a small city south of
Peris, published in 1950. \ This old city, originally selected because
1t was thought to be "typical” of provincial stebility, turned out to
be a demographic way-station. Very few families had lived there for
more then two generations. Of its cwrent population, two thirds hed
been born elsevhere, and more than half of these came from rural com-
tmmes,.13 Subsequent studies have shown that Auxerre is, indeed,

13. Charles Pettelheim and Suzanne Frere, Auxerre en 1950 (Peris).
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"typical”~-but typicel of the mobility (rather than stebility) which
has become & normal condition in urban France.

A similar condition of mobility in rural France is demounstrated
by studies made during the past decade. In FNouville, & small village
north of Paris in the department of Seine-Inférieur, the total popula-
tion changed very little between 1946 and 1949. However, the actual
inhebitants of this village changed by over 20% during these three
years. That is, better than 1 out ¢ every % people living there in
1546 had moved out by 1949 and been repleced by a newcomer.lh Since
Bouville is located on the cld border between Formandy and Picardy,
clearly the traditional imegery of those two regions hardly provides
relisble guidance on the behavicral characteristics of their present
inhsbitants.

Recognition that traditional regionalism had outlived its use-
fulness was forced upon social scientists by Laurence Wylie's study
of a village in the Vaucluse, & reglon in the deep South, traditionally
assumed to be immobile, underdeveloped, traditionel in every major
respect. Wylle showed that there was & very striking mobility in
Peyrane and, moreover, that this process had been going on over &
considersble period of historical time: "In 1861, the populetion of
Peyrane had been farlly homogeneous. There were no forelgners living
in the commune, and there were only ten people born outside the Vau-

ecluse. By 1896, there were 26 foreigners and 66 pecple from outside

1, Lucien Bernot and Rene Blancard, Nouville: un village francais
(Parisy 1953): p- 57




the Veucluse living in Peyrane. Almost 10% of the population was made
up of €trangers, that is, people coming up from other departments and
other c:cmxr!;rj.enso:'“5 In the decade since Professor Wylie began his
study, mobility in Peyrane has resched startling proportions. About
two out of three people living in the village in 1960 were not living
there in 1950116

Professor Wylie states that "the mejority of the people living in
the commune were not born there. Most of them are from other towns
ground Apt, and meny come from still farther away-~-from the poorer
regions of the Alps, from Italy, end from Spain. There are Alsatian
and Belgian refugees who did not return home after the war, the Breton
wife of the farmer who once went to sea, and the Horman wife of the men
vho once worked in & Rouen cotton mill. The diversified origin of this
rural population surprises us because it does not fit into our Amer-
ican stereotype of the European peasant~-the naive creature riveted to
the same plot of soil which his ancestors have tilled since they stopped
living in caves. n17

The situation does not fit French stereotypes either. This order
of mobility has rendered the categories of traditional regionalism
obsolete. Smell wonder that it does not explain much to account for

great political decisions in terms of "the Norman character"” when over

15. Laurence Wylie, Village in the Vaucluse (Harvard, 1957), p. 20.

16. Personal Communication

17. Wylie, op. cit., p. 14



20% of the population of Nouville has moved between Normandy and Picardy,
or beyond both, in three years. Small wonder that it does not solve
analytic problems to speak of the "static” South, when two out of
every three inhabitants of Peyrane have changed their residence within
& single decade. After compering his own results with those obtained
in the earlier studies we have cited, Professor Wylie concluded: '"The
stereotyped differences between the northern and the southern French-
men, if they have any basis in reality, are more superficial than
fundamental. "1

The foregoing should make clear why French regionalism, if it
is to give any valid acecount of the conditions of contemporary life,
is overdue for a fairly complete conceptual renovation. Thoughtful
social scientists in France have perceived the need and have begun to

meet it. The publication of Villes et Campagnes represented a major

effort to undermine the primecy of geography, by shifting the emphasis
from regionalism to urbanization. The important series of studies we
cited on cities and villages in provincial France have shown how to

shift the burden of social research from stebility to mobility. The

newer disciplines of sociel psychology and regional science seem
especielly well equipped to be useful. The need for a modern social
psychology is obvious. Tae old French regional geography linked habitat
with humor, climate with character, area with attitude--a direct one-to-one

ratio that worked only so long as Frenchmen continued to die where they

180 Ibid.‘ > pt ix.:
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were born, work vhere they were raised, learn vhat they knew from
their "babitat." Now that Frenchmen are mobile, the ratio is no longer
valid, and often is seriously misleading. To understand the humor,
character, attitudes of living Frenchmen, one must study them under
conditions of mobility--of shifting environment rather than permanent
habitat.

An interesting model is provided by regional science in the
United States. As an effort to make the American sociel sciences
converge on problems associated with the extremely high mobility of
American life, regional science offers valuasble clues to French scholars.
A recent review of work in regional science articulates several lessons,
of which three seem especially relevant to the contemporary situation
in France. First, geography has been reduced to its proper propor-

tion in the array of social sciences. Among the Papers and Proceedings

of the Regional Sclence Association, geography occupies gbout the same
order of magnitude as sociclogy and political science. The contrast

with traditional French regionalism is even more marked when one dis-
cerns that "geography” in this context does not confine itself to
permanent features of the habitat, but studies the shifting spatial
environment of mcbile human beings. Second, a very considersble amount
of attention is devoted to topics grouped as "plamning." Every reader

of Karl Mannheim's brilliant essay on "Thought at the Level of Planning"
will appreciate how profoundly the planning perspective must alter

the study of mobility in any society. Third, and possibly most important,

the bulk of professional work in regiocnal science is concerned with
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economic problems--these constituting nearly two-thirds of the output
of American regional sclentists in the first five years of their pro-
fessional publication.lg

The primscy of economic factors in social mobility is fairly
evident. People move because they can no longer get what they want
vhere they 8&re, or because they believe they can get more of what
they want elsewhere. What people want, usually, is more of the material
goods of life. Accordingly, economic analysis takes priority in
sccounting for the facts of mobility. Since mobility, however stim-
ulated, also involves a total change of environment for the people who
move, &ll the soclal sciences finally are needed in the effort to
comprehend their changling lifeways. American regional science has
made an impressive effort to deal anslytically with the behavioral
manifold of mobility. It seeks to integrate, so to speak, the social
psychology of the economic use of space and resources to produce an
acceptable code of rational behavior fo, mobile persons. Such an
effort requires new indices of behavior that produce valid knowledge
about the new lifeways of mobility.

The next section of this study reports some exploratory efforts
to locate such indices in contemporary France. The purpose was %o
determine whether further systematic work in this direction would

be fruitful. Our wltimete concern is to esteblish indices that would

19. Lloyd Rodwin, "Regional Science: Quo Vadis?", in Papers and

Proceedings of the Regional Science Association, vol. V 11959) ,
ppa s 15'200
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bring the full array of conceptual rescurces in regionel science to
bear on the critical problem of understanding what distingulshes
"dypsmic” from "static” France--and why. This involves nothing less
than understanding what mobility and wrbaniam-~the lifeways of modern-

ity-~are doing to contemporsry French society.

URBANISM AND MODERNIZATION

If the cetegories of auslysis for soclal science are to include
the concepts used by the regionsl analysts, they must be specified in
terws which have operationsl significance. 1If, for exanple, we are
to characterize a region by its “easygolng"” laziness inspired by the
hot sunsghine, we must as a {irst step prove that there are in fact
more sunny days end that its mesn teumperature is higher than other
rvegions with which it 1s being comperad. Baving proved the initisl
X, wve must then prove the terminal Y@ i1.e., that the inhsbitanis are,
in fact; lazier. This may be indexed by some measure of their output
work. If the French regionaliste are right, srees where the sun is
most intenge should be the areas vwhers the people are not. In fact,
however, the mean temperature and human dynamism in French reglons
are not associated in the wey the reglional characterizations would
have it. The warm South, for exampie, 1s one of the most dynamic
regions in Fronce today. I¢ 18 our finding thetl regions can be more
clearly defined by operational Indices if we do oot use nsture ae
the prime forcs, but humen activity ss manifested in the bhuiiding

of an urhan civilizetioo.
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It has already been suggested that conventional French definitions
of regions have been considersbly outmoded by the mcbility of populaticn
within and between regions. This ig not to deny that there ere regions
in France. It 1s rather to suggest that regions now sre more clearly
differentiated by the modern characteristics of mobility and urbanism,
which index the life-style of human benavior., rather than the vegeta-
tiensl indices previously postulated. If we are to keen the notion
of regions, it 18 now more appropriate to define them by the elements
which characterize the life-style of a man who spends his time there.

The dominent eiement of Frencii regions today is the presence {or
sbgence) of e major city which spireads its economic volues and other
behavioral patteris throughout ite hinterland area. We have studied
a number of indiceg which characterize and measure the degree of
modernization in French regiong today. These indices o7 the modern
life-atyle have been measurad and compared in the different depart-
ments of France. On all of these indices, there 18 & ciose mtch of
modern ways with the level of urbanization existing in each depeart-
ment. These matching petterns spresd into toe hinterland and form
the new basis to charecierize regions.

We have taken the measurce of guch important factors asg the amoupt
of electricity used--an dndex of the supplanting of mscle-pover vy
clectro~motive foive. We have examined ths distribution of radio,
telovigion, and cinema capacity--an index of the modern regquirsment

for continucus contact with the "social environment' typlically supplied
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by the mass medie. We have taken such measures of comfort &s new
housing aud health facilities, and such measures of sikill &3 university
and lycee attendance. We hesve also measured the degree to which prox-
imity to urben regions is related to the agricultural productivity of
farming areas.

We have taken these indices as a way of measuring the existence
of processes--mainly urbanism and mobility--that deeply affect the way
peopie spend their time, apply their energy, and shape their thoughts
and feelings. Such processes are significant determinents of the life-
style of individuals. In order to establish the dcgree of asscciation
between urbanizetion and other indices of modernization, we defined
urbanization ags a simple stavistical proportion of population living in
commnities of 2,000 and larger. We divided the G0 deopartments of
France at the widpoint of this nmeagure, the top 45 having the higher
peccentage of population living in wban commumnities, and the bottom
bs 1ivirg in less urbanized areas.

This simple cutting point was selected after we had tried several
other methods. We found that when we refined the measure by four or
more cutiLing points, the relationship of cur other indices of modern-
lzetion with urbanization remained fairly constant. Yo general, the
relationship is direct and monotonic. While some exceptions to this
rule were found by establishing several cutting points, as shown in
the tables that follow, the exceptions did not change the major import
of our results. Since the use of several cutting points only incressed

the complexity of presentation without adding value Lo the data, we



report, only those cases where sigoificant variation occurred. Tr all
other cases, the reader cen assume that the resulis remain substan-
tially the same, even when we take four or move cubting points.

The tablea below present the daia on which we base the conclusion
that fundamentel espects of modernization {or "dypamism') in France
today are associated more closely with urbanization than with any
possible combinmtion of nstural regions conventionally used by French
regional enalydts. Most of our tables present data for the years
1954 and 1%2. Toese indicate that the relationshivs we are reporting
have remained stable over the critical nostwar period and continue
intc the present as & major factor in French development. Eowever,
it will be noted thet whenever we present data Tor two yeare, the
more recent year shows & logser degrez of sssociation than the earlier

This suggests that even the pattern here presented as the hest
wey of accounting for recent French development is itself in the
procesas of change. This finding, wiich ig documented in detail in
Paxt T, 1.:1&1c3ates that close and continuing study of modernization
in France is likeiy to provide {indings of cumulative importance to the
field of wrben and regicounal sclience.

Our exploration started from the finding thet regional hypotheses
basged on gecgraphy nad failed to ascccunt for the defeat of ID(--~a
major rcolitinal decision which had, 25 both sides claimed, deeply
involved tie whole Frepch paticn. We attributed this fallure of

osualysig o the 1oadequacy of rogional geogysrpby &° an sxplansvory

R
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system in contemporary Francef“o Poliltical behavior and social attitudes
no longer correspond to regiopal boundaries. because very many French
adults today no longer live where they were born. If they 8till ex-
nibit attitudes characteristic of thelr natal regicn, they do so
elsewhere in France. Many of them, douotless, hewe reshaped their
natal gsttitudes in ways more suitable to the place vhere they are
living-=-i.e., getting their education, earning their livelihood,
courting their mates, ralsing their {omilisse.

Regicnal geograpby fedled for ressons which led some scholars
to believe that urban-rural socifology might succesd as an explana-
tory system. We have geen that a group of eudbent French social
scientiste followed this lead in the lmportast conference on "¥illes

s

et Campagnes” in 1950, They proposed a new set of categories to scoouant

for the changing shape of French society--i.e., "urban civilization”
and "rural civilizetion.’ While the difference between city end
country "types” has long been clear, thede categories had not been
made the basis for systemaile social research in France.

By the time theae types were proposed, however, new etudies were
showing that they had to be severaly qualified. Postwer mobility
in France wes proving to be varied in form and exiensive in scope.
The northern village of Nouville demonetrated the magnitude of inter-

regionsl mchility. The more ceniral 2ity of Awierre gnowsd the ertent

20. Daniel Lerner and Baymond Arcn, ods., Prence Dofeats FDC {FHew
York, 1957).




of intra-regiooal inter-urban mobility. Wylie's Peyrane, in the
south, exhibited all forms of mobility--international, inter-regional,
inter-local. Of special interest was the two-way {flow of movement
between Peyrane and Marseille. The move to the city, which urbanized
all modern countries over the past two centuries, appeared to de
counter-balanced by movement to the viliage. Under these clrcun~
stences, when meuny Frenchmen are incorporating both rural and urban
experience within their owm life khistory,v to0 diehbtomom & polariza-
tion of "urban civilization' against "rural civilizetion" is likely
to be misleading. The new mobility, unlike the simple urbanization
of preceding centuries, involves a complex snd continuous process of
inter-coamunication that reshapes both towa and village in a ;odnon
rattern. |

The movement of persons, supplemented by the movement of images
through mass media, brings urban and rural "types" into incessant
conbact. Out of the frictlons génerated by contact and the adepta-
tions required by ‘coexistenc_et » 8 homogenizing process developed that
tends to reduce and perhaps finally obliterate urban-rural differen-
ces. This process culminates in the emergence of an "urban region’
such as the Northeast Atlantic cosstline of the United Statéé s+ ¥here,
from Boston to Richmond, the mejority of inhaSitants are in direct
daily contact with "urban civilization." Whereas France in 1980 is
mich less urbanized than the United States, Paris 1s elready the
center of an "urban reglon" that radimtes west to Rouen, north to

Lille, east to NHancy, south to Dijon. This brings about a fourth
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of* French territory and a third of Frepch population within the orbit
of urban lifeways. Less extensive, but quite shapely, “urban regions”
appear to be forming around Marseille end Lyon, the next largest cities
after Paris.

The urban region eppeerg to be the major direction that ¥rench
modernization will vske in the future. Accordingly, it is nere that
we sought our clue %o the differences between staiin' and 'dynamic”
France. We hypothesized that rural arees centered upon a 'dynamic’
city would be more "modern” than other rurel areas--rezardless of
region, climate; s80il and cther naturel geographical conditions.
Accordinglys our Tsbles were constructed to determine the degree of
associstlor between urbanisuy and other indices of =odernization. If
the correspondence were perfect, high and low urbanism wonld ccincide
200% with high ard low modernization, according 4o the iollowing

peradigns

Modernization
High Low
Eigh 100 10
Urbaniza
Low G 100

Apy eross-tabulation which produced such perfect statisticsl asgeciat:an
among diverse indices would, however, be obvious or suspect. Dur resl

covcern was Lo see whether the diagonel formed by thic boxes Joining
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17 clectricity consumption is an index of dynamism;, then dynauniem is
disteibuted accordiug t0 urban rather than natural charscterisiics.
Bovever, dyaamism can not be adeguately neasured by one variable since
thcre are many more facets to the modern lifestyle.

Apctier characteriotic of modernity is a high level of communica-
tinn amcng toe membiers of a socicty. An eluborste technology has grown
to support the communications load of e modern society. Badic, talz-
wisiou, and movie house carry the main burden of mass communiceations.
The telephone end sutomobile facilitate person to person communication.
The existence of modern technology to trmnsport persens and transmis
wessages has resulted in increesed psychic and physical wuchility.

This technology is present in France, and its presence is highly
agsociated with whaniem. Teble 2 demonstrates this with reapect

to the mass media, telephones, and automoblles:

Table &°°

Commaisaticng Technolog

Fedics oer caplts

1554 1550
13 2 6% 35
1 Urbaaism
1962
=7 73 3% 65

28, T W B KT, Aupuaire Stetictigee de la Frapce (Paris):
3oz, 1955, wol. hm }Q“,mc A2 redics 1900, wol. o,
lewision, 1957, voi. 05, 1999, n. 2¢k;

cinenn attendsnce 1950 and 19\36’3 vol. 60, 168, p. bk
s hones 1960, wol. m;, B

vromobilas 190, vol. 6,



Urbanism
1954

that add stiil

makes 16 cloay

ancther divensgion 10 the informaiion fnc

3L sdvanced edusation 18 paris of

43
P

Tejevigion per capita
1957

6l 36
Urpacism
1954

Cinems attendance per capita

1954

87 13 o 18
ﬁrbsm_iam
1962

Fhones per a2apita

1960

80 20
Urbanism
1962
20 J0

Automobiles per capits

Urpanism
1962 T 2

1 Lo the crompudoations bechnology which trepsmits

srorte necple, theis asxist unirersities and lyceas

T modern iife wnd Teble

tiet 1he growil 16 aleo sssociated with urbsnism,
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Teble 33

Advenced Education

Lycée Students University Stulents
among the population among the population
aged 11-17 aged 17-2k
1959 1960
69 31 67 33
Urbanism Urbanisn
1962 1962
31 69 33 e7

Hore data could be added to illustrate that communications of
all kinds focus around the wrban arcas. Such an exercise would only
i{llustrate more emphatically that the important dimension of com-
munications is well accounted for by urbsnlsm and there is no need
to apply hilstoric notions of geograephy or natural characteristics
to account for this salient feature of modernity. The exposure to
nev idess, new places, and new modes of thought which are found in
the mass media and over the span of the educational experience sre

directly associated with urban arcas.

23. For lycee students, 1959, see Informations Stetistiques (du Minis-
tere de 1'Bducation Natiocnale), Rapport entre les effectifs schol-
arises dans les etablissements du niveau du second d.egré' et 1a
population de 11 & 17 ans, par departement, 1959-1960, 39, April
1962, pp. 153-173.

For university students, 1960, see Informations Statistiques {du
Ministere de 1'Education Kationale), 'Origine Geographigue des
Etudiants des Universitds Frangaises au 30 Juin 1960," 42, July
1962, pp. 28L-285.
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Many other aspects of modernity were indexed and they too asso-
ciated with urbanism. The comforts of good health, protection, and
shelter are examples. The top half of the French departments included
766 of the doctors and 73% of the dentists {per capita, 1961). New
housing construction followed the urban path as well: 380% of new
housing was built in the more urban balf of the French departments
(per capita, 1959).

Examples of dynamism and the advantages of modernity could be
multiplied, to illustrate that & modern civilization is an urban
civilization, but we have alreedy displayed an adequate array of
indices on this point. However, there is one more set of figures with
special interest. The wban civilization, which accelerates and
develops the industrial aspects of modernity, also spills over into the
rurel areas to hasten development there as well. Table 4 records the

result that agricultrual productivity and urbaniem are related positively:

‘Table hah

Agricultural Productivity

Product / Agricultural Population
1951

2 3B
Urbanism
1954
338 &2

24, A relisble and valid measure of agricultrual nroductivity is difficult
to construct for purpcses of comparison. For the results presented
here, we rely on: 1I.N.8.E.E., Annudre Statistiqgue de la France,
Etudes et Conjonctures, special number {1955), agriculiural pro-
ductivity, 18-19, 84-87.
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Data of this kind, multiplied many times, indicate that traditionsl
regional characteristics no longer account for the relevant changes of
modern life. Even in the behavior patterns indexed by agricultural
productivity, output is less related to the traditional temperament of
a region (e.g., its "laziness”) than to its proximity to an urban center.

The development of agriculture provides a good example of the
spreading dynamism of a city. We know that agricultursl productivity
rose sharply in France during the decade 1950-1960 and ve sssociate
this with the great increase of farm equipment: tractors quadrupled,
harvesters multiplied sixfold, milking machines doubled. Wylie's
Peyrane also shows how closely associated agricultural productivity
is with urbanism, energy consumption and mass media. The peasant
Carrette, even though he is regarded as a ''primitive" by ithe other
Peyranais, acquired a tractor in the pest decade. He doesn't much
like the machine, but was driven to it by the shortage of asgricultural
lebor that has accompanied urbanization in the Vaucluse. The histor-
ical sequence whereby rising urbsnism brings rising agricultural
productivity willy-niliy--i.e., without respect to geography, culture,
personality--is thus nicely illustrated in the life-hiatory of Car-
rette. It explains why the Peyrane tractor cooperative, which in 1950
had one iractor snd one full-time employee, in 1950 had three of
each. By 1961, there were 225 members, a new garage, and 8 substential
srray of ferm machinery. It slso explains why Carrette.-although he
still prefers to cultivate behind his horse rather then stop his trac-

tor--is delighted that the higher-voltage electricity used for running



28

machinery is being installed in the region. Thus, rising urbanism and
agricultural productivity historicelly entrain increasing energy coun-
sumption.

The interaction of mass medls with this modernization matrix 1s
aiso vividly illustrated in Peyrane. Carrette does not own a tele-
yision set, but he 13 rapldly getting to be the exception rather than
the rule--an instance of why the neighbors regerd him as sauvage.
Television brought Peyrare into the urban media anefwork suddenly and
rapidly when a transinitter wes erected in the Luberon Mountain two
years ago, to relay the Marseille programs to the Vaucluse. Already,
two years later, there are thirty recelvers in the village--and most
of these were bought on the installment plen! Wylie glives a dramatic
account of the transformations wrought by these receivers in the
treditional lifeways of Peyrane--its cafe society and boules tourn-
aments, social converssation and personal mobility. Wylie charscter-
ized the modernizing process in this way:

"How that Bmile Pian has adopted a different
attitude toward installment buying he has satisfied
another longstanding desire. He still does not feel
rich enough to buy 8 car, but he has hought a
seooter, and his wife and be trevel ebcut the
departuent whenever he haesg a day off. 1In 19%0, we
{took the Fians to call on his moither and sister
who live in a farm in the next village; they hod
not seen each other in months. How BEmile and his
wife drive over io see them frequently. Eaile likes
t0 gwim, but there i1s no place to swim in Peyrane.
e now drives, once a week, to the neighboring
rillage of Saint-Saturnin, 5 miles away, vhere the
government has built & pew public swimming-pool....
Before he got his scooter Emile had climbed MHont
Ventoux only once. JIn the last year, he and Mede~
leine have made the trip twice. The Plans and
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their neighbors heve broadened and pushed back their
horizons considersbly in the last few years.'22

Wylie's Peyrane thus exemplifies the reguiarities exhibited
statistically by our data and suggesis an explanation for the devia-
tions. The central tendency of these deviations in the less urbanized
departments was to increase their productivity, energy consumption
and media exposure more repidly than their population. This suggests
that many places in provincial France are rapldly incorporating urban
lifeweys without becoming cities--or even increasing their own alze
significantly. Peyrene, for example, shows no substential population
increase in the decade since 1950. But its mobility rate is steg-
gering- -two-thirds of its population changed over this same decade.
The key secems to be that Peyrane, along with the entire department of
Vaucluse, has been incorporated within the orblt of Marseille. It isa
thus able to modernize rapidly witbout growing learger. The stimuli
and facilities of modernization are diffused throughout the urban
region centered upon the dynsmic city of Marseille.

Furthermore, these same urban departments are now attracting and
creating the largest share of the population incresse in postwar
Prance. OFf the 45 departments ranked highest in population growth
from 1946 to 1962, 36 were also ranked in the highest 45 departments
for urbanism. Canly 9 of the lowest L5 departments in population growth

”~

were in highly urban areasf

25. Lsurence Wylle, unpublished manuscripts, p. 9.

26. 1.8.5.E.E., Population lLegale; ¢f. n.21.
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A simllar picture obtains for smaller time periods within the
long period. Thus, the most urban departments have shown the highest
increase of populatiorn and the least urban departments have shown
the least increase of population.

These results are consistent with the hypothesis that “dynamic
France" corresponds;, not to the traditional natural regions, but to
the new urban regions. That population increase is now 8o decisively
superior in the most urban departments, while the majority of least
urban departmentes show the least increase, i1s a highly suggestive
finding. Traditionally, it was supposed, city people barely reproduced
themselves and recrulted their ever-increasing cohorts from the highly
reproductive villages. This appears ©o be chenging. The date on
population increase show that the most urban departments are consistently
outgrowing the least urban departments. Thie is probably too great a
difference to be sccounted for even by the extraordinary increase of
rural-urban mobility in France tcday. For a striking feature of this
mobility, as shovn in Nouville and Auxerre and Peyrane, is that it
involves a two-way traffic whercby the village's loss to the city
tends to be compensated.

VWe suspect that French reproductive patterns may be changing--
but this is another problem to be investigated on another occasion.
For our present purposes, it is sufficient to know that the most
urban departments are incressing thelilr populatiorn most rapidly by
far. A multiplier effect comes into piay at this point, since a place

vhere there are more people will increasingly outnuzber, if it maintains
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an equel g_tg: of increase, a place that has fewer people to start with.
Accordingl;jr, even without any assumption about urban versus rursl
reprodmti’ﬁty, we can understand why the largest cities in France
todey are growing the most rapidly. That the rate of increase in
French cities now actually surpasees the rate of increase in rural
places 1s suggested by the statistics for 1957: In the colum
showing excess of births over deaths among inhabitants for the year
the highest retes vere registered by the largest cities. Only four
places showed an excess of 3,000 or more births over deaths, and
these are the centers of the four principal urbar regions that have
taken shape in recent years--Paris, Lille, Lyon, Marseille. The
next three highest rates (between 2-3,000) were registered by Rouen,
Le Havre, and Nantes--urban centers which form the principal links
of the Paris region with Normandy and Brittany respectively. The
next highest rates {over 1,000) vere registered by 19 places--all

of them lmportant secondary cities in one of the great urban regions.®

THE SPREADING URBAN REGIONS

As the large urban center grovs ever more populous, it spreads
steadily across its own borders into the rursl areas. Villages become
subuwrbs. The suburbs expand, interconnect, and finally form a contine

wus link between the dynamic urban centers of formerly separzte aresas.

* As the question of urban-rural fecundity is collatersl to ihe cen-
tral interest of this puper, we included this brief statement only
to indicate & problem or which further resesarch is needed.
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This produces the urban region. As will be shown on the map of
France, the modern areas are mainly in departments which ring the
great cities. The urban region of Lyon now encloses Savoie, Haute
Savole, Isére, Jura, Ain, Loire, Allier, and Puy du Done. The urban
region centered on Marseille novw brings Var, Basses Alpes, Hautes
Alpes, Drdme, Vaucluse and Gard into the ranks of dynamlc departments.

The spreading urban region transforms the daily round of life for
those within its orvit. Innovation and change become the rule. The
traditionel routines of rural existence give way willy-nilly, as we
saw in the life of Carrette, to the new urban demands and rewards.

The city's presence is pervesive. Consider the paradoxical situation
sketched by Wylie: "At present, the number of mushrooms raised in
Peyrane is directly proportionate to the number of horses in the stalls
of the race tracks and cawalry barracks of Marseille, for these are
the only large commercial sources of manure in the region. w27 That

e rural villege must now depend upon city horses for manure may be

the last straw!

To show the comprehensive character of the changes wrought
within urban regicns in graphic form, we prepared a map. Each
department ‘s toial score was computed by adding 1ts scores on each
of nine indices, one representative from each type of index presented
in the previous tables. The higher the score, the more dynamic is the
department. We then classifled : .1 represcai.d the Qepaitmerts scecording

to three groups: high (white), medium {dotted), and low {shaded) dynamism.

270 wylie’ 9_20 ‘c_é.:‘t.u, pu 25u
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When these results are arranged on the precedingz map of France,

a startling picture emerges. As in Caesar's time, omnia Gellis in

tres partes diviaa. est: The three-dimensional structure supplies

a useful corrective for the current hypotheses about the regional
shape of French modernization. These hypotheses, as we sav earlier,
are all dichotomous: dynamic North versus static South; dynamic
Perimeter versus static Center; dynamic Northeast versus static
Southwest. Although the growth of the South has reversed the North-
South dichotcmy, these hypotheses reflect some aspects of the real
picture. There are mores dynamic departments on the Perimeter than
in the Center, more in the Northeast than in the Southwest. Indeed,
Andre~Philip's notorious line from Bouen to Marseille turns out, as
the map shows, to provide the boundary between Northeast end Southwest
which moat efficiently separates dynamic from static departments on a
regional besis.

Yet, each of these dichctomies fails to reflect the critical
aspect of French modernization revealed by the dotted departments--
those which are ro longer statlic and are not yet dynamic. If we
draw another line from Rouen to Geneva, thereby dividing Frauce into
three parts, we get & more efficient differentiation of white, dotted,
and lined zZones. But too many departments are not accounted for even
by this trichotonmous regional plan. The reason, we submit, is thet

French modernization 1s following no plan based on natural reglons.



Its course is better traced through the development of urben regions
vhich can grow, regardless of geogpaphy, wherever there is & dynawnic
urban center.

This can be demonstrated by looking at the deviant departments of
the map. In the derk zone, there is the dotted department of Loire-
Inférieure based on the flourishing city of Nantes. On the Atlantic
coast, there iz a cluster of dotted departments centered on Bordesux
{Gironde). Another dotted cluster, along the Spenish border, is cen-
tered on Toulouse {Haute-Garonne). That these clusters are still
dotted may be explained by the low growth of Bordeasux and Toulouse,
relative to other cities of thelr size, during the period 1946-195k.

45 the growth of these urban centers accelerabtes, we believe, their
surrounding clustera will turn white.

This process is illustrated by the deviant white clusters within
ancther dark zone. The centresl department of Bhone is based upon
Lyon, third largest city of France. The larger cluster on the Mediter-
ranean camprising Gard, Vaucluse, Bouches du Rhome, and spread through-
out the South, is centered upon Marseille, second largest city after
Paris. The Marseille cluster is of special interest because it
deviates consistently from the current hypothesis. It is in the static
South. Most of it lies southwest of the Rouen-Merseille line. Only
one of its departments is on the Perimster, the other two being in-
terior. Tet, we find here the largest white cluster in all of Frauce,

even larger than the supposediy most dynamic area of the Northeast.
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We have already shown, in statistical terms, the process whereby
Marseille produced this dynamic urban region centered upon itself.
laurence Wylie's huppy decision to study the Vaucluse gives us & rare
and camprehensive portrait of how the process works itself out in the
daily lives of real pesple. That = true urban region is growing on the
Hediterranean coast--i.e., the matal region of the sterectyped @:{'_;g-
ionale with his garrulous, indigent, unchanging "character'--is news
worth noting by ell concernsd with the conditions ot modernization in
contemporary soclety

Our conclusion is that this is no freakish oceurrence due to the
"accidental” presence of the grest sesport city of Marseille. On the
contrary, we belleve that the uwrban reglon is the basic pattern of
French modernization. The validity of this expectation is heightened
by quotation from work done five years ago based on 1954 date. 1In
1959, ve drev a wmp similar to the one showm in this psper. At that
time there were deviant cases in the South, egpecially the Alpes
Maritimes, and in the Rhone region around Lyon. These devient cases
veve by nov followed owr expectation as a comparison of the quotation
end the conbtemporoary wmmp illuvstrate.

"I¥ current (1554) dats ere extrapolsted, the process already
at vork will accelarnte in scope and fempo so thet, by the end of this
decade, tvo chenges will have sppeared on the medernization map of
Frence: {1} the entire Mediterranesn will have become a huge modera
urban region; (2} ihis Mediterranean region wiil heve established
reguler intercourse with s large central urban region centered upon

L}roma 1]
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"Consideyr ;A;e &,;t:on vhich this expectation is based. Notice
the dark department of Alpes Mariitimes This last deviant region is
centered upon Nice, the most rapidly-growing city in France (15.7%
increase between 1946-1954 as compé.red with 11.2% for the second-
place city of Nantes). By 1954, Nice wes already the sixth largest
city in France. By 1970, at present rates of growth, it will be third
(after Marseille) or fourth (after Lyon). Either way, Nice is creating
an urban region at the Eastern end of the Mediterraneé.n that can hardly
avold mxerging into the urban regﬁ.on already centered on Marseille.
Required for this is the urbanization of the two departments of Var
and Basses Alpes."

“Note further that the city of Lyon (Rhone) is ringed sbout by
departments showing the highest rates of urbanization in 1946-5h.
Here, too, the urben region is spreading rapidly. Contezts between
the Lyon and the Mediterranean regions pass through the departments
of Is%re and Dr'c;meo Both of these are in the highest rank of urban-
ization as well. I¥ndeed; if we follow the lead suggested and recast
the map of France sccording to levels of urbanization in 195#, a quite
different picture already emerges with several surprising elements.”

"We note, first, thet the Rhone-Mediterranesn reglon is already
more counsistently white than the region northeest of Paris. It con-
tains fewer departments with a high proportion of people living in
places smaller then 2,000 populetion. The only important exception,
in fact, is Besses Alpes. While this department had not yet achieved

the highest level of urbanism by 195k, its rate of urbanization
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indicates that it will do so in due course.’

"We notice, further, a new string of vhite departments including
Herault, Tarn, Haute Garonne. This is the line of commumication
between Marseille and Toulouse, fourth largest city of France in 195k.
With the eastern and western departments of the Pyrendes also waite,

s new urban reglion may be in the meking here. As the formation of

8 true Pyrené'es urban region would depend heavily upon the dynamism of
Toulouse, which, wnlike Marseille and Nice, had been growing relatively
slowly, thie is e more problematical development. It does present a
possible direction of future modernization that must surély stertle
any Frenchmen who clinge to the familier stereotypes of the 014
Southwest."

Sach one of these anticipations from 1954 data had been realized
by the end of the decade. The wrban regions have spread and inter-
locked, creating large dynamic areas that form & new basis for

regiocnalism in France.

TOWARD A REGIUNAL SCIERCE IN FRARCE

We conciude this section of ouwr study by raising more guestlons
than we thought were walting to be ssked--more guestions, certainly,
thon we have the mesng to answaer. While the guestions that seem
important to us are substentive and concrete, thelr comnon tendency
ig to cast dowbt upon the current conventions and categories of
analysis from which students of ¥rapce have tended to draw their

answvers--when these conventions have not; indeed, inhibited the



asking of relevant questions at all. Postwar France has been under-
going a basic transformation. Hew perspectives, indeed nev assumptions,
are needed to deal with the process sdequately. HNor is this the first
time in French history that an inherited stereotype persisted long
after it had outlived its explenatory value, uantil scholars began to
lock at the facts without the stereotypical blinders. A good example
is J. J. Spengler's suceiuct subverslon of a superennuated supposition
gbout French econcmic behavior: '"Despite France's reputation 8s a
nation of szavers, net saving was less in France then in Britein or
Germany throughout most of the period 1860-1930. %20

By connecting economic with demographic retardation, Spengler
was gble to show that psychological;, caltural and political fsctors
had ell bren intervwoven into a maerix of social stagnatiomgg This
went bDeyond the conventionslized complainis about the loss of é‘_l‘;__an“ vital
wnich pervaded socisl anelysis In prewar France. It showed vhy and how
postwar Francs must make a successful mejor drive toward modernization
or resign itself to a minor placs in the European ag well as the
‘ world scene. ¥
Such & postwer drive iIs in progress. Already, France has made

sone notable advonces irn modernization and the process is continuing.

28. J. J. Spengler, "France's Declining Rate of Demographic Growth,"
in Demographic Anmlysis {Free Press, 1956), p. 591.

29. Ibid., pp. 594-5.

3. The basic studies leading to this conclusion were made by Alfred
Sauvy and, under his direction, by the Institut National {'Etudes
graphiques .



This is en exciting sequence to study systematically. Fram it we can
learn much about the actusl position and future prospects of Frauce.
From it we can alsc learn much about the general process of social
growth, and about the particular form it takes wher & relatively modern
nation seeks to make 8 "hig push" forward.

We cannot observe this process fruitfully, hovever, if we are
blinded by stercotypes. We can only fail to observe it if we work with
the conventional c¢lick€s of French regionalism. The notion that the
South must be static because of meridional climate and character can
only prevent us from seeing that one of the most dynamic regions in
France today ic, in fact, growing in the South. Inter-regional mobil-
ity hes made these traditional categories of explanation obsolescent.
Nor do we gain much light from the more recent categories juxtaposing
wrban and rural "ecivilizations" in dichotomous feshion. Part IX will
explore this in still more detail. There was once a day when import-~
ant differences among Frenchmen could be explained in terms of rural
versus urban habltat. This was the France of Balzac. Even earlier in

this century, & novel like Le Notaire du Havre could portray a way of

life peculiar to the provincial city in France and Marcel Ayné could

depict the unique features of isolated village life in La Jument Verte.

The clarity and charm of these portraite is nol lessencd by the recog-
nition that Le Havre and Hendmye are no longer what they were. Fallure
to recognize this, indeed, can only cbscure our vision of what they

bave become.
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Needed today are categories of analysis focused upon the changes
thet are actually reshaping French reality today. How many people are
moving? From vhere to where? working at what? earning how much?
producing how much of what? consuming how much of what? In so dolng,
how are they changing their style of life--the weys they raise their
children? the ways they spend thelr leisure? the ways they judge
themselves and the world around them?

Mobility is the key. People acquire a sense of the new through
contact with the new-~whether it comes to them via the mass media |
or they go to it on & used scooter. Through such contacts people
scquire new desires--to live in & different place; to work at a
different jok, to get a better education, to have more of the good
things of life. Such desires evoke nev ways and new uses of old
ways~--to own and use & tractor, to visit Marseille on a Sunday prom-
enade instead of a walk in the Peyrane woods, to watch a televised
swimning meet from Paris instead of a boules tournspent at the local
café, to follow another trade then farming, to perceive one's wife
othervise then as a valuable plece of family property.

The majcr direction of mobility in France today is the formation
of urban regions and their spread into rural areas. Here is where the
line between static and dynamic France is being daily drawn--and redrawn.
The discussion in Pert IT will show that the spread of urban lifeways
is proceeding even to the point where the urban~rursl dichotomy may

eventually be lost. Through this process, the cld natural reglons



are merging into one another. The cities and the willages, conce en~
compassed in sn urban region, sre interpenetrsting each other and
mergling their interests as well as thelr attitudes. It is this pro-
cess which can focue the converging researches now underway in &

true regional science that will serwve the future needs of French

public policy.



PART II

From Regicnsl Diversity to National Polity
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PARY 11X
FRQM REGIONAL, DIVERSITY TO NATYCHAL POLITY

iIn post-war France, the pace of change has accelerated with iittle
regard to historic regions or traditionsl patterns. In Part I, the spread
of urben regions was exemined and the traditional notion of "static” vs.
"dynamic” France was seen to be Little more than an anschronistic stereo-
type. If regional suslysic was to be of any value, it had to base itself
on urben rather thar neturel regions. The urbasn region has existed because
the process of indusirializetion did seem to favor alreedy developed and
urban regions over the "siatic” areas. As & result, there have been wide
differences in the standard of living and lifestyles emong the regions. By
the 19%0's, however, this process of diverging regionsl stendards of living
had been arrested and probebly reversed. On a material scale, there is =2
slow but definite homogenization of regional standavds of living, an assim-
1lation of regionel cconomies into a nmtional econumy, end, ae we suggest
in Part T1), an erosion of regional politics by forces which are national
in thelr scope.

In Part II, the concern is to Cemonstrate the extent to which the
namogenisation process is aliering the behavior of Frenchmen. The new
1ifestyle 1s typified by what is heppening ¢ one of the traditiomal
groups ©f French tradesmen, the bakers. A baker, whose occupaticn
would traditionsily classily him as a French "petit,” has increased
hiz trade by not only selling at the small store attached to the bakery
itself, but also by distribution through 8 numbev of small grocery
stores and by direct delivery to farnhouaen, His entreprenevrial re-

turns are spent regularly on weskends bty racing s Mercedse from his home



in Mondragon ‘& villsge north of Avignon on the Paris-Marsei'!le highway®
to Geneve and back. Most bakers are ncither as successful nor as fiamboyant
as this one, but they are ail in scme way modern. Thelr modexrnity, like
the Wanderiuet of the Mondrapgon beker, vas disclosed by e sample survey cf
115 bakers in the Vaucluse, a depavtment in scuthesstern Franc;e.l Crily
twe of these btakers still baked with the traditional wood fire. One was
thinking of changing to a factory Jjob. 'The other charged relatively high
orices for specialty producte sold to tourists and the local wealthy. One baker
whe gold only in the small town of Chateswmeuf-du~Pape, bas already twned
to deep Treezing technigues. He nov hes much more laisure then moet ciber
bakers.
fegional inequalities in cammunications are also leveling out.
With the TV set, the pin'all machire. and the Jjukebox, the cafe in French
villages partakes of the eame world as any Joe's Bar. There are more of our
Veucluslian bakers vho have radios and don’'t listen to them than there are hekers
¥ho are non-owrers. Some radic non-iisteners are already TV viewers, cthers
complain about the pocor quality of government broadcasting after midnight
‘when work beging for most bakers?. 'Those few who simply will not listen,
vho lack the empsithy nececsary to intereet. must buy a radio in response
to sowe combinaticn of status conridsraticns sand childrens’ demeands.
Practically all the bakers have been bt Farle alt least once. usually
in fhe course of ollliery service. A more striking finding o tiar
almest wne-t@alf have had reascns to ppke o gecond trip. Tesn-nugers sre

now token to Forils on scheool trips. A mejor parct of the news they bring back

l. The survey will be reported in detal!l An the author’ s forthcoming
7h.D. diseertation at the Magsachusetis institute of Technology.



to the village concerns the self-service cafeteria. For them, contvact
with citier reinforces interest in moderr economics snd cultural products.
Attentlon is maintained in the small towm or village by a heavy flow of
mase media. This situation; coupled with steadily rising cash incomes,
seems to have been instrmental in accelerating consumer demands in areas
of slight urbanization. This acceleration 18 proceeding rapidly enocugh
te produce nomogenizaftion.

dow far modernizatlon of provincial towns and villages has gone and
is likely to go is shown by how the bakers feel about creating and
rearing chi;kﬁ-eno e of the survey questicns they found easiest to
answer concerned the possible intreduction of female contraceptives » currentiy
illegal in Fraoce. About 9 per cent favored contrsception and elmest all
elaborated why;.l While many responses dealt simply with the avoidance of
children or the reduction of povertiy, the modal response focused on an increase
in choice and pleasure, Still others considered the problem of centracepticn
in rerms of its beneficial effects on women, perhaps indicating n general
increase in respect for women.

There was a similar consensus that children should not te subject to
corporal punishment aund thet the influence of the mass media, the motorbike,
and les copains weuld not be overly dangercus. Direct cbservation suggesta
that corporal punishment i in fect decreasing and that parents in the
Vavcluse have alloved thelr chilldren to accelerate their contacts with
modernity.  In 1959 one rarely saw teen-age girls dressed in heels and

stockings. By 1962 the excepticn had become the rule.

T S,

- Note that the Vaucluse ig one of the least Catheolic departments of
France.
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The i:eople of the regions of France are rapidly moving intc the Westemn
cultural orbit. Provincial parents and Parisian parents still look rather
different in dress, but provincial teenagers and Parisiantecnagers are much
more similar. As young adults, nearly a.ll of the bakers’' sons will no
lan@: live in thelr fathers'’ towns or work at their fathers' trade. Omly
10 per cent of the current bakers had lived in the same town since birth.

Faming was the modal occupational category for their fathers. Only two of

115 bakers want their sons to be bakers. More typical is the fellow pulling
strings with relatives to get his son "in" at Pierrelatte, the plant where France
will make urenium for the force de frappe. Mobility of this kind has been &

key element in the weakening of reglonal identities.

Politically, de Gaulle’s perscnal predominence makes it rather difficult
to speculate on the long-run effecta of the process of regioml change
Certa.in.ly the de Gaulle of the sixties is a very different polit:lca.l an:lml
from the de Geulle of the postwar R.P.F. The devoted Geullist militant 1s
much less in presence. Instead de Gaulle has become the outstanding French
television personality, a position he has reinforced by Government monopolization
and control of television and radio news. De Gaulle complements his TV appearances
ﬁth tours of the provinces, a technique used successfully since the war by only
one other politicien, Pierre Poujade. By thus developing a national commmications
strategy, de Gaulle has built the most national {in terms of geographic dispersion
of voting strength' non-Communist political organization.

De Gaulle's success on a national basis seems to herald a possible major
consequence of the reduction of I‘r.ench reglonal differences, the elimination of

basically regional parties as important factore in the political system. A party



1like the MRP, based largely on local commmnications systems in Brittany and
Lorraine, or like the Independents, concentrsted in rural areas, would seem
on the wane as parties and populstions part of a national commnications
system move into the old "safe" arees. Time might then loock favorably upon
the development of a new national party out of the present Socialists, the
most nearly national of the non-Commmnist and non-Gaullist alternatives.
Already Gaston Deferre, de Geulle's snnounced opponent, must defend himself

.against running a “cempagne & 1'amdricaine. "3
/”

The process of regional homogenization can be documented quantitatively
by analyzing the trend in the departmental concentration of varicus socio-
econamic indices. We will do this and thercby arrive at some interesting
camparisons of the relative progress of homogenization in different sectors
(income, trausportation, mass media). Eaving explored the homogenization
process, we will relate it to

(1) the observetion that urbanization rate 15 no longer related

to modernization rates.
(2) the shift of urbanization awsy from the northeast to new

urban regicns in the southeast and southwest of France.

THE TREND TO HOMOGENIZATION

For a single varisble, ve can Judge the extent of homogenizaiion by
measuring the "concentration’ of that varisble among the departments.
If one of the 90 departments of France contsined the entire pepulation

of France, we would say that there was perfect concentration of populstion.

30 Ile W’ F‘B‘tmry 8, .1.96’4', pl.- 60



At the other extreme, if all departwents had equal populations we would say
that a state of camplete equality or complete hamogenization prevailed.
Economists have conventlonally indexed the degree of concentration by

the Lorenz measure, which assigns & value of 1 to perfect concentration,

g value of 0 to complete homogenization, and intermediate walues to the
typical cases of partisl concentration. We have been able to estimate the
Lorenz meagure for 2 nuber of ve.riahlesul{' By charting the behavior of the
measure over time, we can evaluate the exztent of homopenization.

Just looking at the data at one point in time, however; indicetes
that substantial concentration exists. Between the top and bottom ten
departments, ranked on most comsumpticn and production per capita indices,
there is & difference of a factor of“ two (incame) to three or four (doctors).
The concentration of gross consumption indices (not "per cepita”) is,
of course, mech greater.

The extent of concentration can also be understood from s coumparison
of the Lorenz messurz for seversl indices for a single year. For the gross
indices, the concentration of consumption indices is subatantislly greater
than thet of population, & pattern consistent with the concentration of
per capita indices.

This concentration has been produced; we suggest, by the process of
wbanization and industrializetion. In sn earlier chapter, 1t was demonsivetad
that wrhanization was highly related to per cepita consumption messures.
Even before industrializetion the city had a control function in government,

trode, and educstion, and was thereby sble to have fer greater 'per capita”
v o & 38

L., Deteils of messurement will be found i Appendix A,



resources than the dispersed rural populaticn. Industrielization initially
accentuated this pattern through technological and economic consiraints that
required a concentration of men and materials.
Today, concentration is less relevant technologically. There hes

been a sharp decline in the ralative costs of trensport and commnication

in consumption as well a8 production. These economic and technological
factors ars pot suffricient‘, however;, tc predict that the pattern of concentra-
tien will be reversed. In fact substantisl evidence points in an opposite
divection. These renge from the scclal psychological, vide the preference
of profeesicnale for existing wben environments, to the structural, vide
the circumsitance that the cost of compmuting 18 borne by the cowmuier and
the state rather than the e:mg_:1«9;;!&2»1'J5

We would nonetheless argue that an importent wmotlivational change has

taken place in rwal France, in which the development of the mass medis
has necessarily played en important and accelerating part 1in the reinforcement
pattern of commmication. Tn the past 20 yeers, we believe, rural
Frence has lergely abandoned psychic restricticns that limited consumption,

curbed productiviiy. and restyrained outward mbility}‘ Today, as ve relgted
Tor the htakers, many shackles bhave been loosed. The rapid decrease in the
pgyrhic differences hetvween city nen avd rural man has permitted the latter
to accelerate his consurption velative to the former., This eccelesvation is

gynonymous with the decrease in concentration and, hence. In reglonal differcnces.

5. See mmiﬂ Reﬂ The End of ldeology, pp- 268-70 {Collier revised
edition, New York, 19@2}

C For extensive dis Luﬁasion of this point, see Laurence Wylie, "Sccisl
Chenge at the Grass Roots,” in Stanley Huffwen et al., In Search of France
{Coutt.ridge, Mass., 19633,
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Populstion nonetheless continues to concentrate. Departments with
large populations almost always have laxge cities (the important exceptions
are in Brittany). These cities bave, in absolute terms, accounted for most
of the increases in population and production. The leaders in population
grovwth are Seine-et-Olse (Peris), Alpes-Maritimes (Nice), and Meurthe-et-
Hoselle (Nancy). The process has prcbably been reinforced by increases
in the rural propensity to outward mobility where the new wants are no
longer satisfied by the old regources. A significant indicator is the
endorsement by the Centre National dee Jeunes Agricultewrs {matiomal
association of young farmers) of a reduction in the number of farmers.!

In turm, rural depopulation has meent the elimination of marginal producers
and cansequent inereases in rural productivity while the influx to the cities
should have operated to restrain urban wage increases.

Vhat is surprising 18 that other gross measures d¢ not follow the
pattern set by population. Radios, autcmobile radios, low and high tension
electricity, cinemn attendance, and gmsoline 8l declined in concentration

berween 1954 and 196008 There were slight rises in concentration for doctors,

7. See Jean Maynaud, la Révolte Paysanne (Paris, 1963), pp. 174-75.

8. For statistical data used in this study, see I.N.S.E.E., Annuaire
-~ Statistique de la France {Paris):
Caesoline, 195k, Vol. &2, 1956, p.129;
Gasoline, 196C, Vol. (8, 1962, ».127;
Doctors, dentists, 1954, Vol. 62, 1956, p.U5;
Doctors, dentists, 1960, Vol. 68, 1962, p.43.
See Office Netional Interprofessionel des Cereals, Sous-Direction
des Affaires Techniques el Feonomigues, mimeographed distribution,
for bread consumption. See also pp. 21, 22, 2L, in Pert I.




denvists, and te’esphones, dbut these rises were welow that for povulation.

& o per capita hasie, there are declinee for all of the ashove meesures

+

except for a minor rise in telephones {see Fig. 2.1}. Wbile all of the
declines on any given variable sre quite minor in comparison to the votal
@ep bpetween the highest end lowest deparimente, the rvite of deconceatration
ie of the asoxe order as the rate of concentration of popuiation, a process
most obasrvers would term "rapid.” It ie perhaps of great importence that
the aistorical trend to coscentration has been reversed in France and that
this reversal has occurred consisiently across a variety of indices.

The pattern of deccncentration is evidenced by the sarallel Pinding
that whbanivation rate is nc longer related to the grovih rate of con-
gunption vardablies. This contrsste with: the picture presented in
Chepter ) vhere the static level of urbuonization is shown to correlste
ighly with consumpbion.  But today there is no dynsmlc relaticuship
hetwesn the =zame varighles. We found od associaticn between the con-
sumption vavishles aad our urbenization race meeswres. Table Z.1

coutaing some typlceal cases.
' Teije 2.1

' Urtbaninacion Bete and Medermizsiicn fuves

Padios per capita, 1354-19060
{Avtomehiie included)

High LR Total
Bigb el 89 100%

Low Ty 51 100%

Urvanizrtion



Iorenz Measure of Concentration

Figure 2.1. Homogenization in the French Departments, 1954-1960

Per Capita Indices

(For each item, the first bar represents 1954, the
second bar represents 1960.)
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Doctors per capita, 1954-1960

58 k2
h2 58
Gesoline per capite, 1954~1960
58 b2
ke 58

Pert of the lack of association might seem to stem from the pattern
of urbanization coupled with net population loss that is occcurzring most
notably in Brittany and the Massif Central. A large component of the
high urbanization rate in these areas is rural depopulatiocn vhich in-
creases the urben percentage even if the cities fall to grow. Yet the
sare process would also yleld lncreases in per capita consumption of
radios, electricity, and doctors, all of which have higher lewveis of
consumption in clties and towns than in rural communes. In fact the
demographically declining departments with high urbanization vere smong
the highest in increase in per caplta coosumption. Therefore, if
"dyefunctionel' wurbanization by rurel depopulation was discounted there
would 2ven be » slight negetive relationship between urbanization rate
and consumpticn increase ratea!l

In fact the departwents increasing mest rapidly on "per capita”
indices are ofben the least dynamic demographically, in terms of net
population growih rate. Mobility from rural regions to urban regions

maa contributed to the trepd coward homogenization. This 4s shown in

Table 2.2, vhere the same messures tobulated with urbanization rate
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in Taeble 2.1, are now taebulamted with the populaticn grovth rate:

Table 2.2

Population Growth Rate and Modernizetlion Rates

Radi.c
29 71
Population
(195%-1962) e 29
Doctors
58 ke
ke 50
Gesolline
38 &2
6 P

The pattern of population growth, then, like the pattern of urban-
ization end the behavior of the Lorenz measure of concentration suggests
an increasing hcmogenizetion of modernization. Another sigopost of
changing process is tbet the pattern of urbanizetion itself has shifted
radicelly in the postwar period The census hes been taken in 1946,
195k, and 1962. Urbanization rates in the second eight-year interval
werc unrelated to those in the first (Table 2.1). Psrt of the explara-
tion Por this result lieg in sn important geogrephnic shift. The immediale
postwar pericd witnessed the reconstruetion end repopulation of the
heavily damaged Hortheest. Reconstruction helped boost urbanizetion

retes along the Channsl {Calvodos, Seine-Msritime, Pas de Cslais) and



along the Belgien frontier {Nord, Ardennes, Meuse). Iow uwrbanizesion, in
contragt, was concentrated west ¢f the famous line from Rouven to Marseille,

The later period, 1.95%«-1962 » showed urbanization ordered, not by
recongtruction, but by the developing urban regions of France. Of the
34 most rapldly urbanizing departments, 8 were located in a block around
Paris, S more in a block running through the Alps from Lyon to Nice and
Marseille, and 7 in a third block centered on Toulouse. Low urbanization
rate had become dispersed geographically. Clearly the old geographic
stercotypes asbout "static"” France and "dynemic” France hed lost their
meaning.

There were also shifts within regions. In the rapldly urbanrizing
Southenst, urbanization in the Dr&m'z end Vaucluse slowed down from the
{irsat pariod to the seccond while there wms an ilncrezase 1ln Haute Savoie

and Varq9

This "balancing" suppests that growth is generslized throughout
an eptire urban region.
Table 2.3

Urbanization Rate in 10L4G6-S54 and 195h4-62

1954-1902
Righ Low
High 56 hh
1945-1954
Low L& 56

The development of urban reglons rather than "natural” regions and

the trend toward more equal llving stendards saong the departments cannot

Onr statistics may accentuate differences in what ig poseibly a more
uniform process of whanization. However, 3 more unlform process would
only indicate further hamogenizaticn.

‘:Q



o1

escape having important conseguences for politics. That these scalogicsl
changes are but one of many Pactors affecting political outcomes precludes
Judging thedr total effect without consideradle multivariate anslyais.

In certain sitwsticons, however, the influence of ecological factors can
be assessed rather directly.

Suggestively, one effect will be the homogenization of regional
elites into e astional elite. On idmportant policy questions, there will
be lesa of a tepdency for cpinlon to follow geography. In Part I it was
demonstrated that the vote to defeat EDC in 195% did not follow "natursl
reglons,” but was inetesd releted to urbenization. For highly homogeneous
elite populations, even the uwrban-rural differences no longer appear
impertant.

The ehsence of wrban~rural differences is shown in two surveys
corducted by the Tnstitute of Buropean Stulles shortly after the defeat
of EXC, in 1955.70 One was of some Y00 stulents at "ENC,” the lesding
French tusiness school, and the other involved 700 leading French bus-
inecssmen, menbers of the Patronat. In both these groups, the respondents
were classed by place of birth. This verisble did not discriminate
between supporters and opponents of D0 or any other BEurcpean-liinked
issue. Walle there was 2 genersl tendency for the more vrdban to be lesa
"Eurogesn” thon those bora in rural places, In ne case wes the difference

11 .
gignificant. On matters of Huropeen policy, neither the presepnt unor

10, Sponsored by CENIS, K.I.T., anl direcied by Professor Deniel Lerner.

1. Under Chi-Square at the .05 level. Sece Rdbert lizlson, “"Regional
Studies of the Urandes Ecoles and the Patromats" ({internel
rsmorandum) .
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the future French business elite can be profitably treated in terms of
regional attitudiaal groups.

Despite & tendency to houogenizetion, ecological factors will still
be very helpful in accounting for political behavior, particularly voting,
vhen they elther refiect the dynanics of the homogenization process itself
or, ag siwatics, indicste political phenomens of relatively permanent
duration.

The dyromic cage is nicely demnnstrated by Foajedisn, an lmportant
nolitical movement of the fifties. This movement was directly related to
the spread of whanization and modernization over the entire territory
of Prance. It reached its electoral peeks in reglons that contained a
aubstantial rural population but where there was also an urban sector
thet conld coatribute to & rapid rise in expectations. The interaction
between city snd country reflects the possible tensions of an homogenization
LIDoEss .

Comunism in contrast is nol patterned after the current ecological
domanies buw after the statics that accumpanied its implentation in the
swenties and thirties. Itse percentage of the national vote has remained
reiatively stable, vel it has been favored by demographic trends. There
has been high population growth in most of the Communist urban strongholds.
Accordingly, Ccmmunieam, with an ideology vacuous for the modern Frenchwman,
manintainse itaelf by itz organizational strength. The voie is siable,
but mowentum basg been lost.

The end of regional dlversity wili meen the development of a fully
aational political oystem. %The detoiled snalyses of Poujadism and
Communisn that follow are cese shtudies in the characteristics of the

polity.



Methodological Appendix

A. The Measurement of Urbanization Rate
'Ho messure of growth is completely "perfect."” We have long been
accustomed to expressing growth rates of national incomes in percenteges.

Yet if we wish to use this measure as a standard of performance, as a bill

of health for the economy, the simple percentage measure might be heavily
blased against highly developed nations if it could be shown that saturation
was inevitable in any economy. Under these conditions we couldn't expect a
fully developed econcmy to grow as fast as one of lesser development,

and any rough comparison of percentage growth rates would be misleading.

A case of saturation obviously exists with such statistice as the
percentage urban which cannot exceed "100%". The departmni: of the Seine
has attained this level and other departments are approaching it.” To
simply compute the growth rate of the percentage urban would provide &
standard of performance highly biased ageinst urban departments. A similar
argument can be made against computing the negative growth rate of the
percentage rural. A conventional method of eliminating bias is to measuré the
growth rate as the percentage chénge in the statistic u » Where u
repregsents the percentage urban. - u

Nonetheless, one might argue that the messure defined above is biased
against the departments of "medium" urbanization {neer 50%). However, if one

assumes that growth of urbanization follows the "S" shaped sigmoid curve

1. The Seine was assigned the urbanization rate of the Seine-et~Olse.



-- where "u" changes slowly in very rural situations and accelerates until

a maximum is reached at 50%, followed by a subsequent slowing down -- then

the measure defined is an unbiased standard of performance. Our 1nvebtimtions 7

have disclosed that historically urban growth does accelerate in the
neighborhood of S0% m%an Furthermore, there is today no significant
relationship between urbanization rate {as defined) and the level of urbaniza-
tion, in conformity with the sigmoid model. We have thus decided td accept
percentege change in u as a reasonable measure of urbanization rate.
For the percentagiogﬂ;anuwe have used the pércen'bage of the population
living in towns where over 2,000 persons live "agglomerées au chef-lieu. "

This 1s the officlal government definition. Whille other dzﬁnitiona mo

based on population ratios (such as the percentage in towns 25,000 or over) would

change specific tabulations, they should not chenge our general conclusions.

For population and the consumer variables, saturation levels are
sufficiently distant that ordinary percentage growth rates can be used
without significant bias.

B. The Lorenz measure of concentration

Population and the consmnptién variables are aspproximately log-

" normally distributed, where the logarithm of the statistic is normally
d.ist.rj.buted, Under 'these conditions, an estimate of the Lorenz masure is
given directly as a monotonic function of the standerd deviation of the

logarithmic variate, independent of the mean. Precisely,

L=2§(z /0,1 -1
£ |
vhere o represents the standard deviation, L the Lorenz measure, and N the

normal distribution function. 2

2 See J. Aitchison and J.A.C. Brown, The Lognormal Distribution {(Cambridge,

England, 1957) pp. 131-16.
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PART IIX

CASE STUDIES

Introduction

The discussion in Part I suggests that the failure of traditional
categories of analysis to account for the modernization of France prompted
the use of aew sets of varisbles and the identification of wrban regions
t0 describe the salieant feetures of France today. In Part II, the behavior
of the rew varisbles and their role in ercding traditional regionalism was
exemined. In Part IIT, selected case studies demonstrete the power of the
new varigbles to account for political phenomena, especially when they are
used in & multivariate framework of analysis.

The Jefeat of the Ruropean Defense Commmity is illuminated by adding
the urban voilng pettern to the enslysis. Poujadism, examined in the
second. case study, is seen &8 an outgrowth of the process of development
described in Part II. Though only the first phase of research is reported
here, the Communist case study ewphasizes the importance of the urban
dimenslon, but only in the context of other forces. All cases emphasize
the need for scaclare to apply wmultivariate anmlysis vhen deasling witk

the complex of many forcee which interact in the modernizing orocess.



THE DEFEAT OF E.D.C.

A Case Study in the Regional Analysis of 0ld French Politics

The defeat of EDC was & major event. For the supporters of Eurcpean
wnity it was cataclysmic, for the adversaries it vas a décisive triumph
All agreed on the importance of the decision, but few lgreéd on its ekplan-
ation. Why the same National Assenﬁly, vhich proposed the EDC in 1950,
rejected it in 1954--this became a matter of imtense public debate for
several years after the‘ event. Efforts to explain the defeat of EDC
turned naturally to regional categories of analysis. But, while commen-
tators agreed that the political geography of France must contai@ the
explanation, they differed sharply in hypothesizing a partucular geo-
graphical explanation.

In order to test the principsl regionsl hypotheséa about the defeat
of EDC, we mapped the actual distribution of the votés in the National
Assenbly by departments. These maps are reproduced in the next pages.
Map A shows whether each department voted for or against the EDC, by a
relative or absolute majority. Map B shows the departmental ddstribution
without the Communist votes {since the Communists voted a national "line”
and thus presumably obscured regional differences). Mep C shows the de-
partmental distribution of the 94 Socialist votes. When assembled in
this way, the actual distribution of votes proves that each of the three

principal ‘hypothe‘sea based on political geography is wrong! The regional
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essumption underlying each hypothesis simply does not correspond with
the facts.

Eech of these hypotheses wvas advocated by a former French Préesident
du Conseil who had held office during the years of debate over the EDC.
Their failure to explain whai really beppened--i.e., to account for the
actunl distribution of votes-~-indicates that public confidence in political
geography may be misplaced. It suggests; furtber, that regionalism may in
fect have lost its power as an explanatory system under the conditions of
personal mobility and scociel chsnge in contemporary France--i.e., where
they live is no longer the mein thing to know about people. Ve shall
consider in turn the three hypotheses, the assumptions on whlch they rest,
and their correspondence with the facts.

The first hypothesis, advocated by former President Jeseph Laniel,
mairntained thet French votes on EDC were determlined by basic attitudes
toward Germany. Accordingly, the regleons of France most strongly opposed
to EDC were those which had suffered the most from German military power
in the past. On this hypothesis the region northeast of Paris, historic
rouse of German invaslons, should present a sclid bloc of departments
voting agailnst FEDC. Oa the contrary, the region was sharply divided.
Waen the Communist voltes ave eliminated, the division 15 precisely cqual
between departrents showing s clear majority for and ageinst KX {12 da-
partments each). The two departments of Alsace were divided, Bas-Ruin
voting for and Heut-Bhin wiing against. Ardemnes was so divided inters-

aliy as to cast no decisive majority on either side of the question. Marne;
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historic battleground agsinst Cerman inveders, voted an absolute majority
for EDC.

The second major hypothesis, advocated by former President Ren€ Pleven
under whose name the EDC treaty was initiated, asserted that the reglonal
1line of division lay between the departments of central France as compared
with the frontier departments. This hypothesis is akin to the traditionsl
American distinction between the "isolationist Middle West' and the "inter-
nationalist” coasital states. It rests on the theory that interior regions
form insulsr political judgments, whereas border reglons reflect their
constant contact with the outer world in a greater political "internatiovne
alism.” On many French issues, this theory has some explanatory value.

But it is clearly refuted on EDC by the sctusl disiribution of parlismentary
votes. As is showm by Map A (».07), the tallies for border départements and

le Centre were as follows:

PARLIAMERTARY VOTES ON EDC

Number of Departments

For Against Abstained Total

Border Départements 15 20 L 39
Le Centret 6 6 3 15

The facts, then, clearly vefute both parts of this hypothesis. The border

1. Agsinst: Alller, Creuse, E.Vienne, Puy de Dome (absolute wmsjority);
Cher, Nievre {relative majority)

For: (Captel, B, Loire, Vieans {relative majority); Dordogne, Sabne,
Toire {(absclute majerity)

fMbstained: Charente, Correze, Indr

&



departments of France divided, but with a distincet majority woting against
EDC. Hence the "internationslisi” perspesctives of the border areas, what-
ever may be the case on other issues, did unot operate on EDC. So, too, the
"leolstionist” departments of the center divided with arithmetical precision.
While le Centre is not precisely defired in French political geography, a
glance at Map A shows that these proportions shift even further counter-
hypothesis (for EDC) if one adds the next "ring” of departments to the
central core. We asre forced o conclude that if “cosmopolitaniem’ was the
issue, theu clearly it was not distributed along regional lines.

The third hypothesis, publicly endorsed by former President eorges
Bldault, asserted that the political cleavage on EDXC followed the line
vhich separetes the "static” south from the “dynamic” north of France.
This view, which corresponds to the traditlonal Am:rican distinction
between the progressive industrial North and the retarded agriculiural
South, cannot be made to it any wa) showing the actual distrlbutlon of
EDC votes. The most specific form of this hypothesis was advanced by
Andrd Philip, vho stated that northcast of the liuc drawn between Rouen
anG Marseliles Jay dynamic Frence, southwest of that line lay static
¥rance. A lock at our meps shows, however, that the IDC vote paid scant
respect to this line. Hortheast of the line, ian fact, two solid bloes
comprising 15 depardments show an ebscliubte mejority egalnst EDC. South-
vest of the line, 15 departments vobed for FEDC. The non-regional shape of
the wvote i3 cven clearer on Map B, vwhich eliminates the Communist votes.
The Socialist deputies, who Included M. Philip, distributed their votee in

the same non-reglonal pattern as chown in Map €. The line Rouen-Marseille
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does pot account for the voting distribution any better thar a line drawn
in the opposite direction. But 1 the Rouen-Marseille line is false, its
traverse is meaningless. Nor has any other line dividing regional France
according to some dichotomous scheme been suggested that provides a valid

and significant sccounting for the EDC woting distribution.

Usbanism and FDC

As the final bit of dsta we shall incorporete in this report, we
conclude with a look st the old EDC issue in the new terms of urbsn regions.
Since the traditionsal political geography based on natural regions had
feiled so0 completely to explaln the defeat of EDC, could the concept of
urben regions provide a more satisfactory account of this great nationsl
event? We began by simply cross-tabulating the votes of the 90 departments
with their rank (1, 2, 3) on urbanism in 1954--1.e., the yeer of the vote.

The result is shown in Tablie 1:

Teble 1. Urbanism and #DCt

EX _Vote

Fro Mixed Con

1 T b 23
Urbanisn 23 £ T a0
3: 16 1 G

his 1s indeed s startling result, the more so as it is 80 clear.
Contrary to the assuwpbion underlying «ll the regiocalist hypotheses, the

rural departments had mpinly voted for EDC and the urpan depsciments bad

1. Danilel Lerner and Raymond Aron, eds., France Defeats EDC (New York,
1957), p. 203.
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mainly voted against ENXC~-and the more highly urbanized, the more clearly
was their opposition expressed. If ENC divided static from dynamic France,
then clearly the division went in the direction opposite to that hypothe-
slzed--static France supported it and dynamic France opposed 1it.

This {indGing proved such a delightful paradox that we were tempted to
close our report at this point. However, curiosity triumphed. Aware
that Communist strength messed against EDC would count most heavily in
the most urban departments, we recomputed the EDC vote without counting

the Comnunists (as we had done in testing the earlier hypotheses).

Table 2. Urbanism, FDC, Communism®

EIC Vote

Pro Mixed Con

1: 15 6 13
Urbanism 2 12 9 12
3: 16 3 h

The distribution in Teble 2 shows that the Commumist impect was heaviest
in the cilties, and that this impact probably played & major role in the
defeat of EDC. OQmitiing the Communists reduces the anti-EDC vote from &
victoricus L7 to & vanquished 29. It is specificelly the urban vote
against LDC that dimicishes sharply when the Communists sre omltted--s
drop of 10 in the high urban and G in the middle wrban, as compared with

only two in the low urban {i.e., rural).

2. JIbid., p. 204
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There are two lessons at least suggested by thesc tables. First,
urban regions account dbetter than natural regiors for the political geog-
rapoy of France today. Second, Communism has developed as an integral
part of urbenism in contemporary France. But these lessouns, in turn,
raise nevw questions. Why has Communism come to play so large & role in
French city life? Are all the conditions which pramoted this situation
present in the newly-emerging urban regions? Evidence in the last test
case points to the changing position of communism in the wban regionas.
Which are the conditions wvwhose presence Or absence changes this situstion
in the new urban regions that are shaping the future of French life? To
these questions we bave no final enswvers. But ansvers can, and should,

be {found.
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POUJADE'S VOTERS

A Case Study in the Social Geograchyv of New French Poiitics™*

Initiated as organized resistance to tax collection, the
following of Plerre Poujade developed Into an electoral movement
that won 9.29% of the vote and 52 seats In the French elections
of 1956.] Although invalidetions later reduced these 52 seats to
L1, the Poujadist deputles, when added to an increased Commnist
ceatingent, seriously compromlssd the parliamentary process In
the Fourih Republle.

Frujads, the unknown spokesman of the non-elite, lef't his
prensient but damaging imprint on the French polltical system.

A rumber of sociel scisnbists have attempted to analyze his
slectoral success primarily as a function of soclal and economie
facotors, secondarily a&s a function of the elsctoral success of’

various parties in the 1951 elections.?

% This work was supported by the Center for International
Studies, M.I.T., and the M.I.T.-Farvard Joint Center for Urban
Studies. In the terminal phase, the author beneflted from a
Speial Science’ Rescarch Council Fellowshlp., Computations were
made at the M.I.T. Computation Ceuter.

1 Veting percentages in this paper are slways based on the
nuwbar of inscrits {registered voters).

2 BSeo (the pages pertaining to the ahalysls of PoujJadist voting
sre indlcated {n parentheses) Stanley Hoffman, et al. Le lMouvement
Poujade (Paris, 1996) {189-208); Meurice Duvergsr, Francois Goguel,
and Jean Touchard, eds., Les Blectlons du 2 Janvier 1956 (Paris,
1957}, especlally the artic.es of Joseph Kiatzmean "Comportement
€lectoral et olasse soclale,” pp. 284-288 (275-276), Jean Labbens
"Les ®lections de LOLAH, 1951, et 1956 & Lyon,” pp. 307-321 (31F-
316), Christian Prisur "La Campagune 8lectorale dans 17Avayron,"

Pp. 322«352\(3&2-3&8}, Claudse Leleu "La gecgraphie des partis dens
iIs8re mprds les 6lections du 2 janvier 1956," pp. 369%-395 {390~
39L}, Francois Goguel "Note Complémentaire," pp. Lh20-h2z {420-h21),
and Francols Goguel, "Gographie des 6lections du 2 Jaavier," vp.
467-505 (L77-LB2); Jacques Fauvet et Henr! Mendras, eds., Les
Paysans et La Politigue 'Paris, 1958}, especially the articles of
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These varlant lnterpretations start from certain commonly-
accepted facts about Poujade and Poujadism: Poujade owned a small-
town bookstore in one of the poorest reglons of France; most of

the milltants in thé movement were also commercants: the two groups

who voted most heavily for Poujade, the commercants and the farmers,

were those most hurt by the postwar economic growth pattern’of
France in terms of big, concentrated firms; Poujadism won only a
small fractlon of the votes in the developed high-growth Northern
region between Paris and the Belgian frontier.

As a group the commercants or petit bourgeols had been,

especiaslly in the South of France, among the heaviest supporters
‘of the "system" of the Third Republic. In both ideology and pelicy,
the Third Republlc had stood for the protection of the small, in-

 dependent business or farm. In the fifties, these values u

under attack, and Fourth Republic politics served to makevdv lcult
what might have occurred less pasinfully. Thus, it was an eééy step
to portray the Poujadist voter as a;traditibnal creature giving a
final, Fascist-tinged outburst at economic forces beyond his con-
trolkénd adaptive capaclity.

The implication drawn from such an analysis of Poujadism was
that Poujaaé's voters ought to come from poor areas, 1n.econom1c

and demographic decline, and especially from areas overstocked with

commercants. Such statements are at best, however, half-truths.

Joseph Klatzmann "G8ographie §lectorale de l'agriculture frangaise,"”

Pp. 39-68 (59-60), Jean-Michel Royer "De Dogdres R Pougade," PD-
1&9-206 {201-203), and Pierre Poujol and S.-R. Schram "Le
protestantisme rural: traditions, structures, et tendances

politigques,” pp. 361-385 {383). ‘



The strongest statsment of any accuracy along these lines was
that Poujade failed to scors heavily in the thirty (out of uniusty)
nost modern departments. Stanley Hoffmen end his associates
acknowledged that, "If it iz thus shown that Poujadism hardly
succeeded In psnetrating the depariments with high productivity
or high incoms per caplta, one can not by contrast affirm that it
had an ontstandling success in the least productive or the most
poor departments.®3

What 1s lunteresting is that Poujadism did have great success

in transitional departments at lntermsedlate levels of development.

But the tendency to think in terms of dichotomous relationships
prevented many observers from investigating this phenomenon.

Even In ths most rural and agrlcultural departments, Poujads
had considerably greater success in the more "dynamic” departments
of this group. These Jeoparitments, since their populsation 1s
typlcally not in declins, have & relatively small psrcentage of

commercants. Thus, as we shall show, the "commercant" inter-

pretation of Poujedlsm as a sccial movoment is not consistsnt with
data. In the rural deparitments, for example, farmers had to vote
Peujadist in large numbsrs for a Pouladist success to ovcecur. The

"commercant” iaterpretation cresates the expectation that this

would occur in the reolatively "static" (non-growth) departments.
We may ask why, on the contrary, this happened more oftsn with

fermers in the relatively Bynamic" {(high-growth) dapariments.

3 Hoffman, op. cit., p. 196.
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More generally, we may rethink the feeling that Poujadism
13 a vestiglal residue of the traditional French "petit,” 1n-
capable of adaptation to the postwar world. We may ask if the
Poujadlsts, lustead of belng just passive traditionallsts, were
not often men maklng a real and adaptive transition in respounse
te the demands of postwar life in "dynamic" France.

In o fascinating (albsit Marxist-biased) book about French
agriculture,'Serge Mallst has given a highly concrete example of
such trensitional activity among French peasants:

2000 peasants of the canton of Ambert [Puy-de-Dome] ...

signed a petition envisaging:

aj The creation of a fixed zone for woodlands,

b} e institutlion of a soclety of land manage-
managemeont taking respensibility for the
administration of all the eultivatable land
of the canton and proceeding to a redivision

of 1znd by eliminating from the new allotment
all absentee cwners.,

How dié H. P., a young Catholic peasant, of reactlonary
tradition, take the initiatlve for such a movement?

How dld 2000 peasants--in a canton which in the elec-
tions of 1956 gave 60% of the vote to the extreme-right

Pou jadists and Independents--subgscribe to such an setion

sgainst the right of property?

There 13 good evidence, then, that Poujadism is not a
simple reactlion to chenge elsewhere but is itselfl a complex
process of social ch&nge in postwar France. It is worthwhile
therefore, beflore procesding to & quantitative analys 3 of voting
statistics, to reorient the interpretation of the Ponjadist move-

ment in this sense,

It Serge Mallet, Les Paysans Contre Le Pass® {Paris, 1962), p.

277
o
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Poujadists: Frenchmen In Transltion

Viewed from ctne level, Foujadism doss manifest a reaction of
traditiocnal vaiunes to modernizatlon. To a world of increasing
aconomic concentration and goverament coutrols is opposed the
tidy community of the boutlque and a stable clientele. And of
all Western nations, France has been the nation of the small-scale
economy - |

In the sccelerated change of postwar France, the small-scals
aconomy undsrgoes constant constraint and freguent destruction.
Pollitics, furthermore, only hindered an Intellligent cutting of
the economic cake. The tax law appeared to favor workers over
self-employeds in the sams income bracket. In postwar France ths
industrizl modern sector played lts trumps while the o0ld middle
ciasses had no effective political organization.

Whan, in such an atmosphere of threatened loss of self-
employed status, the old tax structurs is operated with new
vigor, rural France reacts. Poujadlsm reacted to the whole
array of symbols of modernization: the trusts, big business,
international finance, Frisunlcs, concentration of commerce,
centralization of consumption, natlionelly advertised prices,
guick changes in product, coopsratives, nationalizations, labor
unions, clvil servants, adminiztrative controls In agriculturs,

lerge citles, sxperts, Supermerchés, liberalization of forsign

trade ("frozen chickens"), technicilans, machine production, organ-

izetlon of the movies. To these negative symbols, as protest
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became demagoguery, were added a nastier set: "natlonalism" in
the colonies, Jews, intellectuals, the press, the elite, foreigners,
immigrants.5

In this schema of reaction, those most severely affected by
modernization, the poorest of the middle classes, put their votes
against the Fourth Republlc.

Even in this schema, however, poverty and depopulation need
not be taken as the basls for the Poujadist votes., It evidently
would be equally velid to assume that those areas where the con-
trast between the modern and the traditional is greatest became
the most heavily Poujadist. These areas, as our studles show,
are not the poorest and most depopulated.

On this showing, the interpretation of Poujadlism as & simple
reaction to modernization needs to be challenged. An important
concept to bear in mind is that very different latent attitude
structures can produce the same "decision" in a forced-choice
situation such as an election--some people will vote for Kennedy
because he is Catholic while others will vote for him, at least
in part, because he opposes federal ald to parochial schools.

For Poujadists, we know that thelr pre- and post- FPoujade
electoral behavior was extremely diverse. A publlc opinion poll
of the French Inastitute of Public Opinion (I.F.0.P.} in March of

1957 gave their probable 'bost-Poujade" elsctoral decisions:

5 Descriptive information about Poujadism has been drawn
from Hoffman, op. cit., passim.
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of every 100 former Poujadist voters roughly 8 would vote Socialist,
5 Radical, 3 M.R.P., 20 Independent, 23 Poujadist, and 5 other
parties. (38 d1d not know or would not respond.)6 While the
absence of the Commnists 1s, as we shall show, related to the
geographlc distribution of the Poujadlat vote in the 1956 election,
for the moment we stress only the otherwise heterogeneous character
of the movement.

Similarly, whila some Poujadlst votes may be intérpreted as
& response to the loss of a business or farm, or to the defense

of les positions acquises, many Poujadlists were drawn from highly

mebile cccupations such as transportation. Here 1s an area where
sma:l business has been expanding since the war. Nost people who
owned trucks in rurel areas and small towns left another occupation

to do so. These people concelvably voted Poujade because thelr

- expectations of upward mebility had been dramatically accelerated.

Anslogous cases can be made for the farm population. Many
farmers, over-receptive to government and prlvate advertlsing cam-
paigns, were bold enough to buy tractors that could not be efflclently
pperated on the small, unconunected piots typical in much of Francs.
When these farmers cannot meet their credlt payments and are
urged by Poujadist propaganda to vote against "les gros," they ave
hardiy a traditional type. In general, agricuitural France has

not been unrespousive to technological promlse,,7 The expectations

& Sondages, 19, 3, 1957, p. 11. .

7 The polnt has besn documented by Mallet in Les Paysaus Contre

- le Pass$, ﬁg“ cit., passim. Laurence Wylie gives confirming evidence:
TSeme of the artisans who have lost their trade are bitter, and Pierrs

Foujade made the most of this bltterness. Nevsrtheless they seem to

share the pride the French feel in the technploglcal advance of their




produced by technology were mach greater than the returns produced
by the French economy.

The sconomic experiences of Poujadist vobters then seem to be
as diverse as their political histories. There is similar contrast
in communications behavior, for, although many of the symbols of
Poujadist communications are those of the tradiftional right, its
over-all commanications structurse clossly resembled thet of modern
revolutionary extremism: %the combination of "high dissocietion
from institutions and ideonlogies with a high degree of iaterasction
among people."899 The high dissoclation of the Poujadists is
widely ascknowledged. "Sortez les Sortants” {"Throw out the In-
cumbents”) was their slogan. Ve can easily infer that a high
degres of Interaction took place. ¥nlike the traditional French
right, the Poujadists were sverything but a party of notables

or local elite. In Ffact, the national srganization of commercaunls

opposed Poujade. Thus, Poujadism was denled the normal channels
of communication and consegquently operated wlth more direct psrsonal
communication than 1z ususlly the case for French politics. Only
direct interaction, largely facllitated by the Introduction of the
automobile in rural France, would explain the rapid growth of
Poujadism.

The contrasts betwssn Poujadists In polltlics, sconomics, and

commnications nonetheless have a common gpeciflication in the

8 Danlel Lernsr, The Passing of Traditional Soclety {Glencne,
Iliinois, 1928), p. 373.

9 S. M. Lipset has noted the “revolutionary” aspect to Poujedist
ideology, which he contrasts with that of De Gaulle who 1dentiflies
mach more directly wlth ths conservation of tradivional valiuss. 3es
his Politicel Man (New York, 19%59), vp. 15L-1467,
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matrix of soclal change. This specification In turu explalns the
geographic distribution of Poujadist voting.

The key to Poujadlism as an electoral movement lies ln the con-
text of social change from 1946 to 1956, The following elements
were lmportant for our purposes:

{1} There was an important movement off the land aund into
the cities. Hot only the Paris reglon grew rapidly, bub alsu
secondary citles with populations around 10,000, 20,000, or above
had high Increases. At the same éime, rural rseglons surrosunding
these cities either grew lsess rapidly or lost In populatlon. The
growth of the cilties ought to have had two important effects:
First, new 1life-styles were cormunicated to the rural population
{mass media and tourists had e similar function), thus simulbtansously
incpreasing rural readiness to innovate ané increasing tThe expec-
tation that the rural peosple themselvses would acquire the new
i1l1fe-atyles. At the same tlme, anoun-agricultural incomes ross
fester than agricultural; psople with the right kinds of businssses
in the right kinds of townz were more prospsrous than people with
inefficisnt operations 1a declining willages, Hence, Important
difforsntials in satisfaciioas or returns matched the rapid increasc
in expectations,

On the one hand, the prucess Just described was unimpurtant
eilectorally in arcas alresdy highiy urbanizsd bscavse only a swmell
fraction of the population came from agrlculture cr smali-Lown

businessss, At the othsr extrems, In regions without Imporisnd



developing centers, there were nov citles to Ilntensify the imbalance

of expectations aund satisfactions. Similarly, gresso modp, mass

media and tourism hed mads their weakest penetratinn in these
poorest and stagnant departments. Thus, it seems likely that
Poujadlsm would havs besen most successful in departmeunts nesr the
center of the range of modernizatlon.

(2} At the same time, the political system of the Fourth
Republic resulted in z growth of popular dissoclation from its
institutional framework. Small business and small agriculture did
not have representative Interest articulation. At the time of
.Poujade, the national farmers' association was countrolied by large-
scale investment farming in the Paris and Eastern reglouns. The
government, tryling for an Incresase in sconomic power, attempted
to collect taxes that had previously been left uncollected; hence,
the birth of Poujadism as & movement to run the tax-collector out
of town.

One group faced higher dissocletion than others. CGoveroment
attempted to control ths production of small distillers. Mendes~
France launched a largs~-scale campalgn agalust alecholism, There
had bsen some bad years. Wine-growers remembered these things when
they went to the polls.

{3) Given disscciation, discontent must be channelled
glectorally. Only the Communist party provided important compe-
tition to Poujede as a clalmant for the dissociated. The Communist
party functione as a masslive organization for the exprsssion of
urban, particularly worker, dissociatlion. Thus, the Communists

represent an organizatlional es well as an 1deological impasse for
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Poujadlsm 1n highly urban ereas. Similarly, in areas of rural
Communism, where dissoclation occurred prior to the Foujade move-
ment, we can expect the Cormmunilst organizatlon to have prevented
Poujadist electoral success.

The preceding points can be summarized before beginning the
statlistical examination of selection results. As a consequence of
demographic, economic, and communication patterans, Poujadism should
have been most successful in departments at an intermediate level
of development or industrialization. Conditlonal to the major
modernization 1evei, two further factors should be Iimportant:
the strength of the Communist party and the proportlon of the

population involved in wine~growing.
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Poujade'!s Voters™

The analysis of voting statistics pressnted here aims at
showing the potential relevance to voting studies of three inputs
that have not been systematlcally consldered by French slectoral
soclologists. These inputs include (1) the effects of relative
levels of modernization on expectation-reward baiance; {2) inhib-~
ltory effeéts of one party's prominence in a rsgion on another
party‘s ability to marshal votes in the region {Communists vs.
Poujadists in our case); (3) high electoral saliency of particular
1ssues 1in particular reglons that are tengential to the elite's
central image of the e]ucborai campalign {central government
communications and thes production difficulties in grapes-and-wine

regions in our case). It will be shown that these thrze elements

# Notes on Computational and Statistical Technilques

A. The "average"” Poujadist vote is slways the unweighted
average. This means that departments {or cantons) of unequal
population were counted egqually. The procedure was adopted be-
cause we wlshed to Tocus on regional varistions. Each department
then reflects an "experiment" made under varying conditions; the
experimental result 1lg ths Poujadist vote.

B. In olght departmsuts, “he Poujadists did not pres r:
candldates. While In soms dfpartments the Poujadlists were #nllied
with another party, it was not possible to systemetically 'correct"
for the absence of a list. Therefors, we scored these depsrtmeunts
all as 2ero. Two factors would seem to account for ti'z absence of
lists: (1) Lack of support; {2; Success of older pertiss in channel-
Ing Poujadist sentiment. Neither factor would Imply that the zero
scores are distortions.

C. The distribution of percent Foujadist vote cver the depart-
ments 1s skewed, yet the zserc scores preclude g 1ogav¥rnm c or
loglt transformation. Therefore, in testing for diffsrences be~
tween two sets of departments, we computed not only ths t Test,
which assumes normality, but also o non-parametric teut, the Mann-
Whitney U Test. The t Test results ars shown as p{t), while the
U Test appears as p(U).
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can be most profitably explored 1in a multivarlaste context. Also
explicit in the analysls is the inadequacy of single-varlate
explanations, especlally those velasted ¢o poverty, the decline

of reglons, and the decline of the petit bourgsols class.

The method of 1uference hers relies on comparing the Poujadlsy
vote in departments that have been placed in dichotomous or tri-
shetomous categories along some dimension, Witk evideni loss of
generallty, mére powefful statistical analysis was deliboerately
avoided in order to simplifly the discussion.

The streugth ol the Foujadist vote, cur findings show (see
Tabie 1), was strongly roeletsd to the balauce between the agricul-
turel population and the won-agriculbural populaticn. Tn the
Intormediate depertments, In trangitlon betwsen a predominantly
agricultural econuvmy and a prsdominantly industriel ecouomy, the

sverags Poujadist vots was 11.8% as comparsd to 9.5% in the highiy

5

agriculiural deparﬁmentss and only 8.2% in the highly Industrlel.
Similarly, por caplbte Income, uwrbanism, and populatieca growth all
ghowes the same bransitional psak although ths peak was not &
prominent s that of the occupstional measurs. While thesse
d{iTerences are numsrically smell, they are qultse importent at
the margin. Ia those departments where there waa only owue

circonscription (slectoral disirict) and which were, hence, not

overly zeusitive to the effacts ol proporvional ropresentation,
i ™ A > 1":) T8 i'—’ . A
thie Poujadlsts woan 35 senta. Only © of thoass seats csme fu

10 Iv the 21 circounscreiptions of multipls zlreovaseriptiou
departments, the Poujadists won 17 seats without aver winning
more than ons per clrconscription.
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departments where the Poujadist vote was less than 10%. Clesrly
the half "modern"-half "traditional" cheracter of many parts of
France had an important influence on the outcome of the 19564
election. ‘

In Teble 1, we have also reported the overall effects for
the wine-alcohol issue. The potentisl salliency of the issue to
the depertment, measured as roglstered wilne-growers as persea:
of the asctive population slso showed Importent differences in
Poujadist voting strength. The 30 depariments with the greatest
involvenment in wlne and alcohol production showed an avarage
Poujadlst vete of 12.6% as against ouly 8.3% in the remaining
60 dspartments. A gimilar result was obtalned for aa altvernativwe

index, the wmumbser of mele velters psr rogistored bouilleur de cru.

We shall shew that the "wine-grower index" gives even greater
Jifferonces whon wa sliminate the effsct of the pevrcentage of

the population lu cgriculiure.
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TABLE 1

YVaJor Factors in the Poujadist Vote¥

Average Poujadist Vote (%}
Departments  High™™¥ M1da1d¥®  Lowh¥ Total 90

A. Modesrnization
Variates

1. Percent of Populat- 8.2 1.7 9.5 9.7
ion in Non-Agricult-
ural Occtupations.

{1954)

2. Per Capite Income. 8.6 10.8 9.7 9.7
{1955-1956)

3. Perceat Urban. 8.9 10.9 8.6 9.7
{195}

li. Population Growth 8.5 10.7 9.7 S.7
Rate, {19L6-1950L)

B. Wise-Alcohol Varistes

foost

Reglstersed Wins-Gr- 12.6 8.8 7.9 9.7
owers as Percent

crive Fopulation,

{1950 ;

Boulilieurs de Cru 11.0 10.5 7.4 9.7
per Jiale Voter.
{1951}

fo

Continuetion of Table 1 on next page.



Table 1 {Continued.)

-Results of Significance Tests

Variste Relationship plt) plU)
A.1. MiddleyLow .05 .0002
,. MiddledHigh .025 .0001
A2 MiddledLow - .025

Middle)High .05 .0001
Mi1adle)Low - .05
Midoisyrigi o0
AL, ¥MiddlesLow - .05
Middle>High .05 .0001
B.1. HighyLow .0005 ,0001
High®Middle .025 .0001
B.2. High>»Low .01 .0001
MiddlerLow .02% 0002

% Spurces: Btudes et Conjonctures, "L'Espace Economique Frangaise",
sgecial nurber 19563 idem., 1L, 6, {June 1959} pp. 587-
622; Sully Ledermen, Alcool, Alicoolisme, Alcoolisation
{Paris, 1953); Annuaire Statistique de 1a France, Nouv-
elle Serie 6, 195C.

#% FPor A.1., A4.2., B.1_., B.2., the departments are distributed

30~30~30 among the High, Middle, and Low groups. For A.3. and
S A.Y4,, the distribution iIs 30-L0-20.
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To test how relative effects operate in strictly rural

settings, we can use the estimations of the vote of agriculteurs

by department made by Klatzmann.l2 It should be noted that his
technlques are very approximste.

Agaln the depertments were divided into thres groups of 30
each. The varlables trichotomized are popuiation growth, urbanu
growth, and urbanism. In sach entry of Tablé 2, wa rscorded the
nuwber of depariments in which 20% or more of the farmsers voted
Ponjadist. Thse table indicates that for each of the three demo-
graphic variables, the intermediatse, relatively "dynamic" depart-
ments scored higher than the "static,” 1low category departments.
Also, the lows were not substantially higher than the highs on
any of the turee measurss, and sven were somsewhat lower on
urbanism, Ths peaklng of Poujadlism in the Intermediate groups is
clear-cut: on population growth 1L out of 30 intermediaste depart-
ments showed 20% or wore of thelr farmers voting Poujadist as
against 7 of the 30 lows. For urban growth, if the cutting points
between categorles are rearranged, and the 30 departmsnts from
rank bl to rank 7C are considered, we find 17 of the 27 departments
with a stroag Poujadist vote in this group. Finally, on Urbanism,
18 of 27 are in the L5 most urban depariments ageiust 9 of 27 in
the L5 least urban.

The dempgraphic variables than indicate impsrtant differences
lao the lsvel of Poujadist vote smong the farmers. The paasmn%-

Tarmer is more 1likely to be a Poujedist voter in an urban than a

12 Les Paysans et la Politique, op. cit., pp. 39-67.
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rural department, a reflection, we believe, of ths highsr expec-
tations and higher access ¢p communications of the urban-region
farmer. And, in terms of demographic dynamics, the Poujadist
farmer typlcally comes from a region of intermedlate growth rates
where {notwithstanding some correction for birth-rate differentisls)
modernization has made sufficient Impact to change the expectation-
satisfaction balance, True, our data do not reflsct which farmers
voted Poujadist. But given the reports of observers like Mallet
andé Wylle, 1t 1s & reasonable suggestion that modernization had
made substantial positive impact on these farmers as well as their

regions. Svecial change malkes mwdcontsatement pvssible but not

ineviteble.

TABLE 2

Poujadism, Modernization, and Agriculture®

Numbsy of departments in which 207 or mors of the farmers voted

Pou jadist.
RANK

High Middle Low Total
Number of Departments: £30) {30) 30} 90
Populetion Growth
(%) 19L6-195) 6 il 7 27
Urban Population
Growth (%) 1946-195L 7 10 10 27
Urbsanleam - 1654 10 10 G 27

Tl e Bl AR 105 S A 1 N Al et S oo o Y WA s e e e
O e e ATAARE E L, . AR 05§ e SARISES B - s Ly — ey T

¥ Urbenlsm is defined as percentage of population iiviag in
towns with 2000 or wors 1living 1n the major agglomerstions. Urban
growth 1s defined as the percentage growth ro%s of the urban
populatlion.
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3o far only the more global hypothesls involving relative
economic contrasts has been examined. To proceed to the mors
detailed propositions, the distribution involving the psrcentage
of the active populatlion in non-agricultural occupatlouns was
selected for close oxamination since the relative strength of rank
"114die” was higher In this distribution than in others. ‘

A detailed breakdown of tho relationship between "High"
Poujadisnm (defined as 12.5% or more nf the registered voteré) and
the size of the non-agricultural population is given in Fig. 1.
One-third of the 2l "High" Poujadist departments occur in ths
narrow range between 61% and 64% in the secondary and tertiary
sectors. But above thls silce, a "threshold" of modernization
appears to be reached--as there gre only 3 Poujadist daﬁértmégts
between 655 and 76 and none sbove 76%. In the range 61-6l, 8 of
13 departments {627} are high Poujadist, yet 1n the more agricul-
tural departments below 61 only 12 of L2 (29/) are high.

Tne great differsnce bstwsen the two percentages suggested
that highiy diffarent clrcumstauces might accompany FoujJadlsm in

the two groupings. In particuler, the concentratlion of commercants

hes & paradoxlcally different rélationship te Poujadist voting
within the two groupings. Naming the 61-6l group "Transitional"

and the over-65 group "Rural,"

we cross-tabulated "Hlgh-Low"
Poujadism with the number of commercial establishments per 10,00C
capita. Table 3A Indicatss that the concentration of commercial
establisnmeunts, like Puujadist voting, péaks in the "Transitional”

departments,. Even withlw the transitlonals, there appears to Lo
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a relationship between commercial density and Poujadism (3B).
But, in the rural departments {3C}, the reverse occurs! Those
departmeuts with a high commercial density had an sxtremely low

Pou jadlist vote.

TABLE 3

Pou jadism, Modernization, and Commerce®

The numbers 1n the cells represent the actual number of departments.

e e e e e e b

3A Cormerce and Modernlzatlion
Size of Non-agricultural FPopulation

Commercial estsblishments/ Rural Transitional Urban Totals
10,000 capita
174-227 ' 29 i3 22 S,
223-348 13 10 13 26
90
3B Commerce and Poujadism
- Rurals
Commercial establishments/ Pou jadism
10,000 capita High Low Total
174-227 12 17. 29
228-253 1 5 6
250348 0 7 7
. T2 .
3¢ Commerce and Pouadiasm
) Transitionals
Commercial eatablishmeuts/ Poujadism
10,000 capite High Low Total
17h~-227 1 2 3
228-253 L 3 7
25h~31,.8 b 0 I
i K1l

Coutlauatlon of Table 3 on next page

-
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3D Population Growth, Modernizatlon for Departments
of High Commercial Density (above 227).

Gain 1in Population L6-54 Rurals Transitionals
More than 1.2% 2 8
Less than 1.2% 11 3

# Source: I.N.S.E.E., Les Etablissements Industrilels
Artisanaux et Commerclaux en France en 1958 (raris, 1960).

Several factors appear to account for this reversal of be-
havior. In the rural departments_high cormercial density shoulid
result from agricultural depopulatlon that leaves an over-
concentration of small enterprises. This situation, where
village 1ife also deteriorates,presents little contrast with
modernity and thus a low Poujadist\potential. The same phenomenon
should oeccur to a lesser extent with the'transitionals, aespecially
in the more rural areas. But to this first factor must be added,
for the transitionals, ilucreased concentrations resulting from
urban trading centers and the competltive introduction of new
and modern forms of entefprise, These additional factors provide
the necessary contrast for Popjadism. In this respect, the results
on population groewth (Table 3D; yield positive evidence. The rursl
departmenta of high commercial deusity ars stagaant with "Low®
Poujedism. The transitionals are expanding and Poujadist.

The Ioregoing results lead to no.inference about how comercants

actually voted. What the results show 1s that, for rural depart-

ments, the market positlon of commercants was not an important

factor In the overall Poujadist vote. Actually, commercial



concentration, unlike the more general measurss of growth, 1s
probably a poor indicator of overall sxpectation-satisfaction
imbalance, hence of Poujadism.

Much more important in determining outcomes in French
elections 1s the competition for votes between various extremist
parties. If one extremist party had previously channelled votes
based on attitudinal "dissoclation" into their elsctoral coffer
in & particular Gepariment, it 1s likely that they would work
vigorously to combat any competing extremist party seseking the
same "dissoclational" votes. This should bs especially true for
the Communist party, whlch operates through a permanent organ-
izatlon of committed militants to galn adherents of this type.

To axamine the relationship of Poujadlst vote to Cormunlst
vote, the departments were classified "High" (20% and above) or
“Low" {below 20{) Communist vote. Consistent with our hypothesis’
about the relationship, the average Poujadist vote in the "Low
Communism” group was greater than that for "High Communism,"
10.7% in the first cass aud 8.1% in the second. This difference
1s small, however, and inadequately represents a major distinction.13
Of the 13 "High Poujadist,” Rural departments, only one is also
high on Communism. Thus, with ons exceptlon, the absence of a
high Communlist vote was a necessary if not sufficlent condition
for a high Poujadist vote. {(The lack of sufficiency explains why

there Is not a major difference between the everages.) The

13 T-test aot significant, but piU)¢ .0002
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result 1s 1llustrated by Table L.

TABLE i
Comminism and Poujadism ~- Rural Department:

HA A sy S
e e

High Poujadism Low Poujadirm

| (12.5% and over) {Under 12.5%;
High Communism '
(20% and over) 1 15
Low Communism
(Under 20%) ' 12 i
Departments | N=13 | N=29

S
- e

e A P eSS Wil Vo>

That a low Communist vote was not a sufficlent condition for
& high Poujadist vote simply indicates that some departmaﬁts@?@be

low in "dissovciation” and, hence, low in extremist voting onfﬁoth
the "Right" and "Left" extremes of the political continuum.

When the same relationship of Communism vs. Poujadism is
examined for the 1L transitional dep&rtmenfs there 1s apparently
a paradox since the 7 departments with "High" Communism have an
average Poujadist vote of 14.3% as against 11.1 in the 7 "Low"
departments. The best statement here might be that there was no
relationship between the two votes in thesé departments as the
comparable fourfold table (Table 5) shows no distinction and only
& low level of significance was reached .1t What explains the

1} T~test not significant, plU), two-taill, .10.
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paradox is that in the transitional departments Communism can have
an urban base without competing with Poujadism for rural or petit
bourgeols votes. This is confirmed by a study which shows that,
for the rural departments, the percantage of Communist vote is
correlated with the percentage of self-owned farms and uncorralateé
with the number of workers, while the reverse 1s true in the

transitional departments,ls

TABLE S

Communism and Pouladism ~~ Transltional Departments

High Foujadism Low Poujadism
{12.5% and over ) (Under 12.5%)
High Commuvnism
(207 and over) b 3
Low Communism
(Tnder 20%) } 5
Departments N=0 =6

O
——————

Hi

The results are best demonstrated by those departments that
are not only "high® on Communism but also high in commercial con-
centration {See Table 3A-III. for context). The four transitionals

of this type (Alller, Drome, Herault, Vaucluse) were all heavily

1% To be discussed in ths author's forthcoming paper, "The
Communist Vote in France." See, for an elaboration of the gensral
point, G. A. Almond, The Appeals of Communism {Princeton, 1954)

and Hadley Cantril, The Folitics of Despeir (New York, 1958).
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Poujadist {respective percentsgea: i3.8, iL.0, 17.9, 22.L. In
contrast the six ruarals (Basse Alpes, Ardechs, Creuse, Lot, Lozera,
and Pyrennes-Orientales) were all low i(respsctive percentages: 110,
12.2, no 1list, 9.7, 7.9, 8.1.

Drome, Herault, Vaucluse are names that redirsct our interest
tv geographle factors, for these three departments ars all members
of the communications network presented by the Rhone valley.

Indeed, Is¥®re, Gard, and the ovutlying clrconscription of Bouches-

du-Rhone complete & belt of "High Communism-High Poujedism.” In
turn this belt 1s one of the most dynamlc reglous of France.

The dusl extremism of the Rhone region is Indlcatlve of
what we have hypothesized to¢ be & general "dissocistion” from
the existing structure of power ("the system"). The oppositionist
character of the region's electoral behavior ls falrly consistent
in its actusl voting record. Its votes conaistently wsaleued ths
centrist Fourth Republie; in 1962 the region also voted "Non" to
the Gsullist affort to stabilize s ceatrist Fifth Republle.

Among commercants, the mest typlecal voting patteru probably has

’

been: Do Geulle's R.P.F. in 1951; Poujade in 19563 De Gaulle in

£
£8 s fem e 4 ek [ TP - RGN P
19583 and a traditional party iuow an “out’) ia 19Dt ot the
Rhone is ona of the "dynamic” aress of France. 3SBuccessful econcmlcs
apparently 1s uo short-term penacea I'or oppositionist politics.
Tp leave the valley of the Rhoune for the wore rural portions
o &

o

5f Sguthern Prance, or for forthwsstern France, leads to a very

16 Dats on this pattern will bs pressnted in the suthor's
forthcomlng report of & survey of bakers In the Vaucluse.
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different plcture of the interaction between Poujadism and
Comrunism. In this large block of rural departments, with an
absence of "High-High" situations, the Poujadists must ba viewed
a8 mobilizers of new discontent I!n departments that were tradlitlionally
anti-Communlist. Since the Communists have tended to remain strong
in the same rural departments from 1951 to 1956, traunsfers of
Communist votes to Poujadist candidates can only be a marglnal
factor, If, in the L2 rural departments, the Communlst vote ad-
vanced from 1951 to 1956 in only 2 of the 13 "High" Poujadist
departments, it &i1d so in only 5 of the 16 "High" Communist de-
partments and 5 of the 1L "Low-Low" departments. Elsewhere, in
"High" Communist as well as "High" Poujadist departments, the
Commmunist vote was reduced. A factor much more closely allled

to the mobilization of new discontent--the Poujadist capaclty to
benefit from & reduction of abstsntlions--seems of greater Ilmpor-

tance, &s indicated in Table 6.

TABLE 6

Farel Poujadisim and Abstentlons

o i -

Cheuge 1n percoutage of Pou jadlsm
abstentions, 1951-1956 High Low Total
No change or advance 8] 7 7

Reductivpn less then

national mean, 13% L 15 19
Reduction mors then. 135 9 7 16

Departments 12 29

£
NS




9

Jntll now, our analysls nhas shown the general charactsristics
of Poujadlist departments in terms of dermographic and ecnnomic‘
varlables, and has shown how ths French political structurs
channelled the electoral expression of the movement. Can we now
find a specific 1ssue that prscipitated hard votes out of structural
possibilities?

0f particular Interest are the results four wine-growiung.
Table 7 reflects how, at both rural and transitional lavels of
development, the Poujadist vote in departments wlth over 10% of
the active population in wine-growlng was some one and one-half
times that in departments with a smaller fraction of wine-growers.
If oniy the "Low" Comrmunism departments are considersd, for the
rural departments, hlgh wine-growers have almost twlce the
Poujadist vote as low wins-growers.

Clearly, wilns-growing repressents a cruclal dimension in
Poujadist voting. There are several reasons to think the relation-
shlp is not spurlious. First, the wine-growing districts are guite
diverse on other measures., Wine-growing departments appear In
near-equal proportlions emeng transitional deparitments and rural
departments. There are eveun urban wine-growing departmeunts {Gard)
wlth large Pouladlist votes. The wine~growers are both Catholilc
{(Matne~et~Loire) and laie {Vaucluse:. Their populations are boih
decliluing (Aveyron) and rising {Tarn). It is unlikely that wine-
growing 1is correlated with & more basic factor. Among the sub-

stantive lssuss that would point to a pro-Poujade, anti-govermment
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TABLE 7

Wine~-Growing and Poujadism

N

' Rural Departments
Taperisd Wine Growers® (1951)

Active Population®™® (195h) Average Poujadist Vote
Greater than 10; 12.7 % N= 19
Less than 109 7.5 % N= 22

P(t1€.01, P(U1¢.01

Rural-"Low" Communism Departments

Average Poujadlst Vote

Greater than 107 i5.2 % =10

Less than 107 8.5 4% N= 16

P(t)€.001, P{U) .01

Transitional Departments

Averzge Poujadlst Vote

Greater than 107% 1557 "=

Less than 109 10.2 % N= 7

P(t) ¢ .05, P(U) € .05

A B A st
———iic BT et N LA e A A P

# "Vitlculteurs declares.” Source: Sully Lederman, Alcool,
Alcovlisme, Alcoolisation {Paris, 1953}, Tableau 1.6,

#% "Population active” (lLabor force). Source: I, N.8.E.E.,
Recensement General de ls Populetion dé Mal 195, Resultats du
Sondage Au 1/20%:  Pppulation Active: 1T¥e Partie: oitructire
Professionnelle, (Pa¥Is, T953T, Tableau Sdl.




101

vote in wine-growlng reglons are the production crises 1inked %o

government attempts to curb alcohollsm and to control the boullleurs

6o cru. Finally, both Hof'fman and Royer have shown how anti-
government propaganda utllized the wins-growers discontent during
the election campalgn.l?

0f the many "issues"™ in an election, only a few ever become
salient to the mass of vobters. Apparently the alcohol nexus
echleved thls order of saliency., There wers over 1,000,000 wine-
growers in France in 1556. In some departments they were particu-
larly numerous, representing over 25% of the actlve populatlon in

o

some 15 deaparitments. Obviously, their mécontentement would be

comrmunicated to commercants and artisans depeundent on their trads,

Glven that slecohol production had become en important focus for
anti-government sontiment, 1t was not 4ifflcult for Poujade to
give thia sentiment elscioral sxpression. If Poujade was seized
by the cdevll, 1t is not unlikely that the dsvil was incarnate in
liondds-FPrance,

it 1s interssting how completely Poujadist voting lacks any
referenco to sllite politics. Rather than follewing the usual
comuranication course flowlug ocut from Paris to the provinces,
PouJadism took the reverse., There 1s strong ovidence that
problems of the wine-alcohol industry had a dominant role in the
slectlions of 1956, yot these problems were never viewed asz ceunbtral

at the time and have hardly besn povsed as guch ginecs, Finally,

¥

i? Hoffman, op. ¢it., p. 13; Royer, article in Les Faysans
et la Politique, op. cit., pp. 168-169.



the must offective political counterbalancs to Pbujadism seems
to have bsen Communism, salso an extremist movemsnt excluded from
the eiite "system." Poujadism was asuother political maze from
whilch the men of the Fourth Repudblic-~1n iheir "house without

windows" 18- found no exit.

Poujade's Voters: Replication in Isdre

The conclusions we have drawn with the department as the
level of analysis would bs reinforced If we could find the same
effects at the cantonal level. To examine voting at the cantonal
level, we have chosen to reanalyze the date for the department
of Isera, originally presented by M, Claude Leleu.l9

The Is8re is an interesting case in point. The Poujadist
vote was 15.6% and two Poujadist deputiss were elected, although
Isere 1s a "dynamic" department containing France‘s fastest
growlng clty, Grenoble. Furthermore, the conclusions drawn from
thoe sualysls preseated here can be buttressed by contrast with
the conclusions dreawn from a move classic anslysis, M. Leleu
observad:

1f Foujadism geuerally attains 1ts maxirum lsvel in
the poor agricultural regicas and more rarsly in ths rich
reglons,...1lt 1s nonetheless Interesting to observe that
the poorest reglons were not those which gave the wmost
votes to the U.F.F.

Everywhere extremely poor, the South-East of the
department is the region the leamst penetrated by
Poujadism, Aand it is precisely in the most impoverished

canton of the department (Bourg-d'Oisans' that the U.F.F,
raceived its lowest percentage for rural cantons (8%).

18 The phrase used to describe its elite polities. C. Melnik
and N. Leltes, The House Without Windows (Chlcago, 1958).

189 Haa n 1.
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However, the results found in Table 7 sﬁggest that poverty
1s not the crucial variable. There we divided the L5 cantons
(bxcludiné the cities of Grenobls and Vienne) into three groups
of equal slze for three indicas used by M. Leleu, Non-agricultural
~ Population, Population Growtn, and Agricultural Richness. For
example, the "High" grouﬁ vn Non~agricultural Population Includes
those 15 cantons with the highest percentages of the labor force
in non-agricultural occupations.

Along the dimensions of popuiation growth and non-agricultural
population, the Poujadist vote in "High" cantons 1s significantly
less than in bota "Medium" and "Low" cantons. There are no im-
portant differences, however, between "Medium" and "Low" cantons.’
This 1llustates that, while Poujadism was baslically a rural move-
ment, rei@tive decline was as important a factor as absolute
decline. for the "Middle" group-~with a stable population between
1936 cad 1954--voted as heavily Poujadist as the "Low" group in
popriation decline.

The importance of relative position in producing an im-
oalanced "want: get ratio"20 between expectations and satis-
factions, and consequently in explaining the Poujadist vote, is
emphasized by the results on agricultural richness. Here the
"Medium" group, excluded from consideration by Leleu as a result
of his poor-rich dichotomy, has the highest Poujadist vote, /
‘significantly greater than that 1n the poorest cantons.

20 See D. Lerner, "Towards a Communication Theory of Modern-
ization" in L. W. Pye, ed., Communications and Political Develop-
ment (Princeton, 1963), pp. 333-335.
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A more valld test of the iImportance of agricultural richness
results when we confine our attention to those 12 cantuns that
have more than 50% of the labor force in agriculture. In this
case, the six richest cantons have an average of 20.0 agalnst
19,1 for the 6 poorest. Although this difference iz not of
statistical significance, it is a substantial distortion to
advocate the counter-hypothesis "Poujadism generally éttains
1ts maximum level in the poor agricultural regions and more rareiy
in the‘rich reglons." |

Nevertheless, there 1s one important factor that 1s revealed
by the study of geography. If we take the 10 cantons that 1lie
totally to the South-East side of a line drawn through Grenoble
perpendicular %o the line Lyon-Grenoble, we find a Poujadist
average of 10.6% as against 17.9% in the remaining cantons.21

Furthermore, we obtain a similar result when only the 12 agricul-
ktural cantons are considered--12.9% for the L Alpine cantens,
22,9% for the 8 cantons betwesn Lyon and Grenoble.ag Thess
differences, M. Leleu traces to a crisis in the textile industry.
But this crisis does not seem to be wholly explanatory when the
character of the results is simllar between industrial and agri-
cultural cantons. We would hypothesize that Poujadism greatly
profited from the relative disparities reinforced by easy communi-
cation arising in the creation of the Metropolitan region

Lyon-Grenoble,ZB

21 p{U) .002, pl(t) .001
22 p(U) .025, p(t) .05

23 For the background of this discussion, see D. Lerner and
Raymond Aron, France Defeats E.D.C. {Praeger, 1957). pp. 201-208.
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In the context of this geographlc element, the Limits on
M. Leleu’s criterla of agricultural richness wust be recaiied.
In Isdre as a whole, agricultural productivity in 1951 exceseded
that of only six other departments while its industrial produc-
tivity is among the highest in France .2l Thus, cantounal
variations lu szgricultural productivity are not 1liksly to be as
important for indivldual expectatlons as the gross disparity
between the industrial and agricultural sections. This disparity,
which once sgain iuvolves “relative deprivatibn"gs rather than
absoiute povaerty, 1s helghtened in the Bas--Dauphiné'o

The relationship of the Poujadist vobe to the Communist
vote In Isere should be mentloned briefly. In Iserd, as the
Comrrinlst vote Is strongsr in the industrial than in the agricul-
tural cantons, 1t was possible to have large votes for both
brands of extremism. While the Communist vote did drop somewhat
more 1lu the agriculturel than in the industrial cantons, this
drop appears very marginal ia the Poujadlst picture. Drops in
abstention, Gaullist, Radical, and M.R.P. votes &ll seem more
Important. Thus, Poujadliam again appears as a new mobilizer of
those who want to vote against Paris while not wantlug to vote

for Moscow,

<l Btudes et Conjoncture, "L'Espace REconomique Francalse,”
op- tlt., (Sourcel.

TR

25 See H. K. Merton, in R. X. Merton end P. ®. Lazarsfeld,
ods., Coatinultios in Social Research {Glemcoe, Illinois, 1950).
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Conclusion

Pou Jadism, our research iudicates, was most successful
slectorally in those geographic units in the "transitional" sectour
of economic growth, where a declining rural agricultural community
came Iinto great contrast with a rising Industrial society. This
contrast was 1llustrated {because helghtened) by a transitionsal
erisls Involving the production of wiline-znd-liquor, which resulted
In a heavy Poujadist vote in the wine-growing departments. In the
less advanced departments, where the incidence of Poujadism was
more sporadic, the strength of the Communist vote greatly affected
the Peujadist vote. In these less advanced areas, the Poujadist
vote wes also, but less strongly, corrsleted with a number of
variables that appear to affect the level of expectations as
coutrasted with satisfactions: the “"want: get ratlo.”

At the cantonal level, study of the department of Isdre
Turther suggestsd that contrast within the communications network
of o developlug Metropolitan reglon may have been espsclally
conduclve to a high Poujadist vote., TIndeed, the Bas-Dauphind
1s a portion of & larger regioa, the Rhone valley, with & uni-
formly high level of extremist votiag.

These results, the author belleves, considerably reduce the
hasitetion found in past studies of the electoral geovgraphy of
Poujadlism ag to ths eflfects of absolute and relative levels of
sconomic development. As, 1t is further belisved, the new resulis

were obtalned by a sigrificant difference in the methodology



employed; it may be helpful to outline the differences In pro-
cedure.

First, as wse started with an orientation toward relative
economic differences, the centers as well as the talls of distri-
butions were examined for maxima and minima. Thus, we arrived
at the conclusion that Poujadlst voting was greatest in depart-
ments at intermediate levels of urbanization and industrialization.
We thereby drew attentlion to the transitional character of
Poujadlsm. Next, net only was a slngle independent variable
compgrsd to the votlng distributiocn, but also the marginal
affocts of a szecond variable were examined for various ranges
of the first independsut variable. By this techuique, we found
the importsnce of Communist votlng and wine-growing for the
Pouwjedist vote ia the rural departments. The additional in-
formatlon that was produced by these two relatively minor
innovatlons suggests that electoral geography could be raised
to g regional sclence by the application of modern statistical
enalysls. The continually baffling character of French politics

clearly warrants the attempt.



THE COMMUNIST VOTE IN FRANCE
An Analysis of Elements of Regional Varistion

As a consequence of the eveats following the Russian Revolution, the
French Communist Party wade its debut in 1919. By the elections of 1324,
the geographic distribution of its electoral strength vas readily apparent.
Approximately, the distribution of 1524 has been maintained down to the
present despite the intervention of the Great Depression and the World Wew.l

An equivalent statement is that, from election to election, ths P. C.
{Parti Commmniste) has neither found a substantiel muber of new depart-
ments where the Communist percentage of the wvote would approach the per-
centage in previous areas of success nor been driven from its by now
traditional vastions. In tura, the stabiliiy of performance suggests
that relatively steble features of the social structure cau account for a
large part of the variations in strength from one department to another.
If, in contrast, the positions cf Communist strength had grsduslly evolved
over time, we would be concerned with indicetors of social change. But
the correct approach apparently involves a search for the milieu in vhich
the P. C. is likely to be successful. Our suggestion is that the appropriate
factor to characterize the milieu is found in urbanism and that a high
Communist vote occurs from interactions of urbanisw with other varisbles.

Under the hypothesis of interaction; we accordingly stratified the
French departments with respect 4o ucrbenization and, in each siratum,

investigated the relationship between Communis™ vote and other factors.

1. For cross-tabulations emong various elections, see the Appendix.
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Our findings are basically three-fold: first, in highly urban aréas P
COmunist vote correlstes well with the percentage of the population not
employed in agricultuwre; seccnd, »in aress of medlum urbasnization, Com-
munist vote correlates well with the percentage of workers; finally,‘ in
areas df low urbanization, Communist vote correlé.tes with the percentage.
of farms that are self-owned. The first twe findings document what is
known as the “ceinture rouge” (red belt) effect where workers tend to vote
less Commurdst in non-working class querters than in working class quarters
and where non-workers tend to voie more Communist in working class quarters
then in non-working class quarters.

Future anslysis will attempt to tle these findings together more
coherently by an enalysis of variance of Commnist voting strength. | Time
will be one dimensicn in this analysis. |

In this forthcoming study, we will additionally attempt to demonstrate
that, region by region, Communist voting has declined in France. Never-
theless, the Communist vote at the national level remains e fairly st.ahle.
percenta,gé of the whc»l.e.‘ We believe this to be true because demgr_aphic
trends favor the urban areas whereﬁ the Communist vote is now atrong§

We would furthexr hope to :md.icate that the Communist vote is more
heavily related to the ecolc’gical pettern of the inte_r-war period than to
the current ecological pattera. A lack of adaptation to ecological change
Plus 2 region hy reglon dec;ine would in turn suggest that the Communist
movemené continues to exist more by its "organizational weepon" than by
ideclogical attraction.

To return to the present analysis, we began by asking what environments

or milleus ought to characterize high Communist voting. To characterize
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this milieu, sociologists have conducted 2 long but unsuccesaful search for
&8 varizble that would correlate highly with the percentage voting Communist.
Thus, the P. C. obtains a high percentage in departments with both high and
low degrees of religiocus practice or both high and low percentages of
workers emong the active populaticn.

The technique of looking for a single variable is bound to fajil since
it assumes that Commmienm attracts strongly in & unique type of environment
and that, therefore, the closer the actual environment approaches the pure
state (say 100% workers or 100% atheists) the higher the P. C.'s percentage.
On the cootrary, what is obviocusly true is that Communist electoral success
occurg in radically different environments. In contrast to a linear rela-
tionship wilth & single varisble, the Commwmist vote 1s & function of the
interactions of single variables.

This is not to say, however, that we camnnot find a common psychic
characteristic to Commnist voters, whatever their surroundings may be.

A brief suggestion would be that the Communist voter everyvhere experiences
(perceptually) non-participation with regard to the decisions made in the
French socisl system and/cr the rewards distributed in that systemJe

Once ve agree to attech ixportance 4o a sense of non-participation it
becames clear that we must investigaie the possible cambinations of descrip-
tor variables {in opposition to one continuum) which will indicate envivon.

ments conducive to a sense of non-participation and thereby Communist

2. 0f course, the unsatisfied person could sbstaln as well as vote against
the system. A differentistion along this further dimensiocon of voting
did not, however, appear necessary to the rather "{irst-order-of-
magonitude” votling enalysis contained in this paper.



voting. This with one caveat: the stability of the geographic distribution
indicates that the non-participation must be long-run. Discontent of the
Poujadlist type, for exammple, arising largely in relation to post-World

War XTI economic change, can be eliminated from consideration.

For such an investigation, the elections of 1956, which occurred rela-
tively close to the 1954 census, were chosen. It 18 quite Jjustifiable to
resirict this introductory investigation to a single election, for, glven
the stability of the geographic distribution and the stability of the rank-
order of the departments among the varisbles to be used in the analysis,
our results are likely to be applicable to most, if not all, legislative
elections in the period 1924-1962. For example, even the identification of
the P. C. with the Resistance and the relative Franco-Soviet rapprochement
of 1945-1947 did not result in a gross change in the geographic pattern for
the legislative elections of 1946. Thus, while the general level of the
Commmist vote may have been elevated by the abowe factors, it is reasonsble
to hypothesize that its relative distribution among social groups wes
largely unaltered. Keeping this hypothesis in mind, we can proceed to
locate the social structures favorsble to a lerge percentage for the P. C.
in 1956.

A first objective should be to differentiate the departments by some
powerful descriptor of the social system that also has some mild correla-
tion with Communist voting. Such a separatior would ensgble us to see if,
for an important feature of the environment held roughly constant, &

second varisble (that need not be the same at different levels of the primary



varicble) can describe the structures typically conducive to Communist
voting. ¢

Strong candidates for the primary variable are urbasnism and its cor-
relate, an index of mdernization.3 Choice of this pair is indicated lz_yz
1) thei- strength as differentiators smong geographic units in a dex};'l-
oning nation like France; and 2) the historical association,
Pdating at. least since tne Jevolution .of 1739, betwecen whan pon-participation
and the Left. Tables 1-4 indicate the presence of a mild correlation
between both variables and the Communist vote.u

The results for 1950 and 1962 have been included to show that the
basic tenor of the relationship holds regardless of the election-~~in each
case there is a distinct difference in performance ctween the most (1)
and the least ("3") urban depsrtments. HNevertheless, it remains to elim-
inate a substantisal number of the deviant cases by finding a second dis-
tinguishing varieble within each level of urbanism or modernization.

The problem of finding the appropriate second varisble will be dealt

with orly for urbenism. Withir the first two ranks on urbanism, it is not

3. The measure of urbanism used here is defined by the Institut Natiomal
de Statistique et Etudes Economiques (I.N.S.E.E.) as the percentage of
the population living in communes with 2000 or more people with residence
in the “"chef-lieu." The index of modernizetion has been constructed
by Daniel Lerner and Morton Gorden for a forthcoming paper. It consists
of a summtion of "ranks" on agricultural productivity, radios per
capita, and energy consumption per capita {see n.k}.

4. In all the tables to follow, where matrix rows or columns are labelled
serially, the departwents bave been grouped into ranks by choosing a
segment of the rank-order. Thus "Modernization-1" in Table 1 includes
the 27 departments with the highest score on the modernzation index.
All the voting resulis are for the "premier tour."




113

Table 1. Modernization end Communism®

COMMINIST VOTE (1956)

Over 2% 16% to 24% Under 16§ Total

1 13 8 6 a7
MODERNIZATION 2 5 16 3 29
3 1 10 17 3k

Total 25 34 3 0

Table 2. Urbanism and Communism--56
COMMUNIST VOTE (1956)

Over 24% 166 to 24p Under 164 Total

1 15 1 8 3k

URBANISM 2 7 15 11 33

{1954)

3 3 8 12 23

Total 25 34 3 %0

Table 3. Urbanism and Communism--58
COMMUNIST VOTE {1958)

Over 20§ 10% to 20% Under 10% Total

1 16 12 6 3k

URBANISM 2 13 19 1 33

{1954)

3 i 12 7 23

Total 33 43 AR g0

5. All figures indiceate the nunmber of departments
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Table 4. Urbanism snd Communism--(2

COMMUNIST VOTE (1962)

Over 20% 10% to 20% Under 10% Total
1 19 13 2 3k
2 ik 13 1l 33
3 1 11 b 23
Total Lo k2 6 90

surprising that the variables relate to economic structure--within rank 1
it is the percentage of the labor force engaged in 20n-agricultural occupa-
tions that sharpens our breakdown; in rank 2 it 1s the percentage of the
labor force classified as workers (Tables 5 and 6). It is interesting that
the procedure cannot be reversed. [elther does the non-agricultural percent-
age separate high P. C. vote from low P. C. vote departments in rank 1, nor
does the worker percentage separate in rank 2. This finding is rather
striking since the two measures are correlated. At least three possible
explanations should be considered.

Cne possibility is that the results are due to chance. This seems
unlikely since Chi-Square tests applied to Tables S and 6 showed both
significant at the .05 level. Another possibility is that the results are
spurious in the sense that o more fundamental varisble (also involving
economic structure?) can replace thc two used here and give a significent
breakdown in botb ranks 1 and 2. While such & variable has not been found

in this research, the poesibility cannot be excluded.
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Table 5. Non-agricultural labor force and Commnism

LABOR FORCE in
Non-agricultural
Occupations

WORKERS in
Labor Force

COMUNIST VOrE (Urbaniem "1" departments)

Over 24 L% to 24p Total
Over 85% 1 5 16
Under 35% b 1k 18
Total 15 19 34

{Chi-Square one-tail .01)

Table 6. Workers and Communism

COMUNIST VOTE (Urbaniom '2'' departments)

Over 166  U$ to 16% Total

Over 0% 11 1 12
Under 30% 11 10 21
Total 2 1 33

(OnE-tBil .(25)

Finally, as the third possibility to be considered, the results

suggest the following hypothesis: in rank 2 (between 32 and L45% wurban)

non~workers in the non-asgricultural labor force have much less tendency

to vote Communist than the same class of people in rank 1 departments.

Furthermore, the difference in behavior between rank 1 end rank 2 is much

greater for non-workers than for workers. Such a condition may come about

because in the small town or village expectations are more easily balanced

and participation more readily attained {less anamie) for the non-workers.

It may also come about because workers tend to be concentrated in highly

wrban environments whatever the average level of urbacization while a
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substantial tertiary sector must be maintained even in the small communes.
{The precceding would be especially true for workers employed in estab-
lishments of, say, over 50 persons.) While this hypothesis could account
for the results, it will not be tested in this paper.

Before passing to a discussion of the moat rural departments, one
should note the very good correlatiou between the workers' percentage in
the labor force and the percentage voting Commmist at Paris. Also at
Paris, a worker is more apt to vote Communist if he lives in a working-
class quarter than if he lives in a bourgeois quarter.6 The first result
is likely to be related to the fact that at Paris two of our other var-
isbles, urbanization and the non-agricultural percentage of the labor
force, sre held constant. Thus, the walidity of the hypothesis that the
Commmnist percentage is proportional to the workers' percentage (or any
single variate hypothesis) scems dependent on first cbtaining a suffice
lently homogeneous environment. The second result demonstrates another
important feature of the environment thet muat eventually be specified--the
degree of segregation and concentration of working class residence.

To twrn now to rank 3, the variable chosen has a radically different
basc than those for ranks 1 and 2, for at a lov level of urbanism it be-
comes natural to focus on agriculture. The rank 3 departments were
divided into two groups: one contains those departments in which either
"fermiers”’ (those who rent their farms) represented 50% or more of the

farms or "metayers" (share-croppers) 25%; the other group includes the

6. See Joseph Klatomanr, "Comportement electoral et classe socisle,” in

M. Duverger et al, Les Elections du 2 Janvier 1956 {Paris, 1957),

pp. 254-275.
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remeining departments ('proprietaires” in the majority or mixed). The

results are given in Teble 7, for which the Chi-Square is significant at
the .01 level.

Teble 7. Agriculture and Communism

COMMUNIST VOTE (Urbanism 3" Departments)

Over 16§ Under 16% Total
Self-owned 9 L 13
FARMS
Not Self-owned 2 8 10
Total 11 12 23

The explanation of these results has been ably sensed by Jacques

Fauvet:

Les regions de faire-valoir direct sont essentiellement situfes
au sud de la Loire. La se trouvent a la gols la plus forte pop-
ulation paysanne, les exploitations ies plus petites, le plus
faible revenu agricole. A quoi s'ajoutent, sauf dens la glua
faible pratique religieuse et le plus bas taux de natalite.

Or, les reglons du Centre, du Sud~Ouest et du Sud-Est ont
toujours vot€ le plus & gauche possible: montaguard, republicain,
puis radical, socialiste, enfin communiste.

n A ce cgmortement de la petite et moyenne propriete, il peut
etre proposé deux explications:...

{While a condition for a Communist vote among thc farmers may be a
general lewvel of poverty, etc., nmoue of the other factors Fauvet mentions
gave a 2x2 table significant at the .05 level for the Communist wvote in
rank 3. Therefore, his analysis of the economic aspects will be omitted.)

[ 4

«so=~1"une soci;a}e: la structure 5galitaire de ls petite propriéte

et son anciennete sont propices aux votes democratigues, volre

revolutionnaires. Bilen que possedant ses moyens de travail et

ne souffrsnt apparcmment d'aucune alienation, le petit proprietaire
soysain, casitalistce 8 ss maniere, n'en a pas les reflexes politiques.
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Ne subissant depuis plusieurs ggngrationa aucune sujetion sociale

ou religieuse, rien ne le retient de se porter aux extremes, sur-

tout 81 8a condition economique 1l'y pousse. Il existe ainsi dans

des regilons rurales une tradition démocratique anciemne....l

To rephrase Fauvet's anslysis, the level of expectations (especially
with regard to democratic porticipation and ite anticipated rewards) are
considerably higher in regions where farmers tend to own their farms than
in regions where farmers are renters or share-croppers. The failure of
succeeding regimes to bring satisfaction to these expectations witnessed
a movement leftwvard from those parties which became identified with power--
first the Radicals, then the Socialists. In turn it is interesting that
these expectations appear conditioned not by income levels but dy the
organization of economic communications.

Having now found, for each of the three levels of urbanism, & measure
that correlates with the percentage of the Communist wote, we should now
conclude by mentioning that none of these three measures gives a breakdown
of similar significance when applied to all 90 d.zr.':pcu'tmtzm'.aw8 This fact
should not, as it has in the past, cause us to reject these measures into
limbo with regard to the analysis of French Communism. Rather, the results

cause us to re-emphasize the importance of urbanism in the social environment.

7. Jacques Fauvet, "Le monde paysan et la politique,” in Fauvet and
Henri Mendras, eds., Les Paysans et 1s Politique (Paris, 1958),
Pp. 9-10.

8. The totality of the results are also valid for the elections of 1946,
1951, and 1958. The results are not significant for 1962. Whether
this is a result of changes in the distribution of the measures we
have been using or a consequence of & major change in voting habits
will not be clear until the results of the 1962 census have been
published. The appendix contains some relevant tables on these
elections.
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APPENDIX
A. 1936, 1958, and 1962 compared with 1962--Commmist Vote
1936
Over 10% 5 to 10% Under 5% Total
1: 18 16 1 25
1956 2: n 10 5 3h
3: 3 9 19 3

1954
Over 209 10 to 20% Under 104  Total

1: 21 3 1 25
1956 2: 12 22 o 34
3 0 10 13 31

Over 20% 10 to 20% Under 109  Total

1956 2: 18 16 0 34



B. Comparison of Results for Urbanism 1

1946 1951
Over 25% Under 2% Over 20% Under 20%
1: 9 6 1 [
fon-agr. 2: 5 ey 9 10
1958 196
Over 20% Under 20% Over 20% Under 20%
1: 9 6 0 5
2: 7 o 9 10
C. Comparison of Results for Urbanism 2
1946 1951
Over 20% Under 20% Over 20% Under 20%
1: 8 L 9 3
Workers 2e 9 - p 15
1958 1962
Over 20f Under 20%  Over 20% Under 20%
1: 7 S 6 6
2: 6 15 8 13
D. Comparison of Resulis for Urbanism 3
1962
7 Over 106 Under 10%
Self-owned 6 T
Farms

Not Self-owned 1 9



CONCLUSION

Bach of the case studies treats different political phenomena, dbut
each illustrates common themes that have appeared throughout the study.

We have noted the failure of traditional categories based on natural
regions to account for French development and have seen instead the spread
of urban regions and the spread of the modern lifestyle throughout France.
The political concomitants of these developments are illustrated by the
E.D.C. test case which shows that the urban varisdble aids in the under-
standing of the failure of E.D.C. The association of Cammmism with urbaa
voting patterns in the Assembly played & key role in the defeat.

Still another political concomitant of the spread of wban lifeways
is seen in the study of the Poujadist movement. The raising of expecta-
tions through commmication with an urban region, and the failure to make
the process proceed at an acceptable rate are factors in the national
movement which surprised political analysts and has not even now been
adequately explained.

The pattern of the Commmist vote in France is more readily under-
stood when the urban dimension is added. Commnist voting is not a simple
function of the urban-rural dichotomy, but different levels of urbanicm,
when cambined with other varisbles, nets a better explanation than cen
be had by the application of traditional concepts.

In each of the cases, the addition of new concerns for the analyst

in the form of the urban varisbles adds important asscts for political



explanation. The work of this study has only begun and is more suggestive
than definitive at this time. However, in every case, the expectations
which have been fostered by the traditional categories have been disap-
pointing. The continued disappointment is an indication that we are
vorking with false expectations. Changes in modern France require changes
in categories of analysis--especially the inclusion of the urban regions
as a fact of modernization.

While the urban environment still accounts for much of the present
regional variation in France, the sharpness of the_mral-m'ba.n split is
being eroded by a process of homogenization of French standards of living.
Although we do not know the extent to which the spresd of the urban
regions is responsible for the homogenization of France and the spread of
the new lifestyle, ve are sure they play a substantial role in bringing
modernity to & rural population and ‘in erasing regional diversities.

The cese studies have demonstirated that accounting for the urban
dimension of modern life is crucial for the explanation of important
agpects of modem French behavior. They have also shown that urbanism
itself is & complex factor. Different levels of urbanism make a difference
in behavior patterns. The implications of urbanism can also vary when
§till other factors are present and operating within the wbdan environment.
The significance of the case studies and of the report as a whole lies in
its application of new factors to explain the new facts of modern French
1life.



