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ABSTRACT
In this paper we formulate and solve & distributed binary
hypothesis-testing problem. We consider a cooperative team that consists
of two decision makers (DM's); one is refered to as the primary DM and the
other as the consuiting DM. The team objective is to carry out binary
hypothesis testing based upon uncertain measurements. The primary DM
can declare his decision based only on its own measurements; however, in
ambiguous situations the primary DM can ask the consulting DM for an
opinion and it incurs a communications cost. Then the consuiting DM
transmits either a definite recommendation or pleads ignorance. The

primary DM has the responsibility of making a final definitive decision.

The team objective is the minimization of the probability of error, taking
into account different costs for hypothesis misclassification and
communication costs. Numerical results are included to demonstrate the
dependence of the different decision thresholds on the problem
parameters, including different perceptions of the prior information.
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1. Introduction and Motivation.

In this paper we formulate, solve, and analyze & distributed hypothesis-
testing problem which is an abstraction of a wide class of team decision
problems. |t represents & normative version of the “second-opinion”
problem in which a primary decision maker (DM) has the option of
soliciting, at a cost, the opinion of & consulting DM when faced with an
ambiguous interpretation of uncertain evidence.

1.1 Motivating Examples.

Our major motivation for this research is provided by generic hypothesis-
testing problems in the field of Command and Control. To be specific,
consider the problem of target detection formalized as a binary hypothesis
testing problem ( H; meens no target, while H, denotes the presense of a

target ). Suppose that independent noisy measurements are obtained by
two geographically distributed sensors (Figure 1). One sensor, the primary
DM, has final responsibility for declaring the presense or absence of a
target, with different costs associated with the probability of false alarm
versus the probability of missed detection. If the primary DM relied only
on the measurements of his own sensor, then we have a classical
centralized detection problem that has been extensively analyzed; see, for
example, Yan Trees [1]. If the actual measurements of the second sensor
were communicated to the primary DM, we nave once more a classical
centiraiized detection problem in which we have itwo independent
measursments on the same hypothesis; in this case, we require
communication of raw data and this {s expensive both from a channel
bandwidth point of view and, perhaps more importantly, because radio or
acoustic communication can be intercepted by the enemy.

Continuing with the target detection problem, we can arrive at the model
that we shall use in the sequel by making the following assumptions which
model the desire to communicate as little as possible. The primary DM can
look at the data from his own sensor and attempt to arrive at a decision
using a likelihood-ratio test (Irt), which yields a threshold test in the
linear-Gaussian case. Quite often the primary DM can be confident about
the quality of his decision. However, we can imagine that there will be
instances that the data will be close to the decision threshold,
corresponding to an ambiguous situation for the primary DM. In such cases
it may pay off to incur a communications cost and seek some information
from the other available sensor. It remains to establish what {s the nature
of the information to be transmitted back to the primary DM.



In our model, we assume the existence of 8 consulting DM having access to
the data from the other sensor. We assume that the consulting DM has the
ability to map the raw data from his sensor into decisions. The consulting
DM is "activated” only at the request of the primary DM. it is natural to
speculate that its advise will be ternary in nature: YES, | think there is a
target; NO, | do not think there is & target; and, SORRY, NOT SURE MYSELF.
Note that these transmitted decisions in general require less bits than the
raw sensor data, hence the communication is cheap and more likely to
escape enemy interception. Then, the primary DM based upon the message
received from the consulting DM has the responsibility of making the final
binary team decision on whether the target is present or absent.

The need for communicating with small-bit messages can be appreciated
if we think of detecting an enemy submarine using passive sonar{Figure 2).
We associate the primary DM with an attack submarine, and the consulting
DM with a surface destroyer. Both have towed-array sonar capable of
long-range enemy submarine detection. Request for information from the
submarine to the destroyer can be initiated by having the sub eject a slot-
buoy with a prerecorded low-power radio message. A short active sonar
pulse can be used to transmit the recommendation from the destroyer to
the submarine. Thus, the submarine has the choice of obtaining 8 “seacond
opinion” with minimal compromise of its covert mission.

0f course, target detection is only an example of more genersl binery
hypothesis-testing problems. Hence, one can readily extend the basic
distributed team decision problem setup to other situations. For example,
in the area of medical diagnosis we imagine a primary physician
interpreting the outcomes of several tests. in case of doubt, he sends the
patient to another consulting physician for other tests ( at a dollar cost ),
and seeks his recommendation. However, the primary physician has the
final diegnostic responsibility. Similar scenarios occur in the intelligence
field where the "compartmentalization® of sensitive data, or the
protection of a spy, dictate infrequent end low-bit communications. In
more general military Command and Control problems, we seek insight on
formalizing the need to break EMCON, and at what cost, to resolve tactical
situation assessment ambiguities.

1.2 Literatyre Review,

The solution of distributed decision problems is quite a bit different, end
much more difficult, as compared to their centralized counterparts. Indeed
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there is only a handful of papers that deal with solutions to distributed
hypothesis-testing problems. The first attempt to f{llustrate the
difficulties of dealing with distributed hypothesis-testing problems was
published by Tenney and Sandell [2]; they point out that the decision
thresholds are in general coupled. Ekchian [3] and Ekchian and Tenney [4]
deal with detection networks in which downstream DM's make decisions
based upon their local measurements and upstream DM decisions. Kushner
and Pacut [S] introduced a delay cost ( somewhat similar to the
communications cost in our model ) in the case that the observations have
exponential distributions, and performed a simulation study. Recently,
Chair and VYarshney [6] have pointed out how the results in [2] can be
extended in more general settings. Boettcher [7] and Boettcher and Tenney
[8], 3], have shown how to modify the normative solutions in [4] to reflect
human limitation constraints, and arrive in at normative/descriptive
model that captures the constraints of human implementation in the
presense of decision deadlines and increasing humen workload;
experiments using human subjects showed close agreement with the
predictions of their normative/descriptive model. Finaily, Tsitsiklis [10]
and Tsitsiklis and Athans [11] demonstrate that such distributed
hypothesis-testing problems are NP-complete; their research provides
theoretical evidence regarding the inherent complexity of solving optimal
distributed decision problems as compared to their centralized
counterparts { which are trivially solvable ).

1 3 Contributions of this arch.

The main contribution of this paper relates to the formulation and optimal
solution of the team decision problem described above. Under the
assumption that the measurements are conditionally independent, we show
that the optimal decision rules for both the primary and the consulting DM
are deterministic and ere expressed as likelthood-ratio tests with
constant thresholds which are tightly coupled (see Section 3 and the
Appendix ).

When we specialize the general results to the case that the observations
are linear and the statistics are Gaussian, then we are able to derive
explicit expressions for the decision thresholds for both the primary and
consulting DM's ( see Section 4 ). These threshold equations are tightly
coupled, thereby necessitating an iterative solution. They provide
clear-cut evidence that the DM's indeed operate as team members; their
optimal thresholds are very different from those that they would use in
isolation, 1.e. in a non-team setting. This, of course, was the case in other
versions of the distributed hypothesis-testing problem, e.g. [2].



The numerical sensitivity results ( summarized in Section 5 ) for the
linear-Gaussian case provide much needed intuitive understanding of the
problem and concrete evidence that the team members operate in a
more-or-less intuitive manner, especially after the fact. We study the
impact of changing the communications cost and the measurement
accuracy of each DM upon the decision thresholds and the overall team
performance. In this manner we can obtain valuable insight on the optimal
communication frequency between the DM's. As to be expected, as the
- communication cost increases, the frequency of communication (and
asking for a second opinion) decreases, and the team performance
approaches that of the primary DM operating in isolation. In addition, we
compare the overall distributed team performance to the centralized
version of the problem in which the primary DM had access, 8t no cost, to
both sets of observations. In this manner, we can study the degree of
inherent performance degradation to be expected 8s a consequence of
enforcing the distributed decision architecture in the overall decision
making process.

Finally, we study the team performancs degradation when one of the team
members, either the primary or the consulting DM, has an erroneous
estimate of the hypotheses prior probabilities. This corresponds to mildly
different mental models of the prior situation assesment; see Athans [12].
As expected the team performance {is much more sensitive to
misperceptions by the primary DM as compered teo similar misperceptione
by the consulting DM. This implies that, if team training reduces
misperceptions on the part of the DM's, the greatest payoff is obtained in
training the primary DM.

2. Problem Definition

The problem is one of hypothesis testing. The team has to choose
among two alternative hypotheses H, and H,, with a priori probabilities

P(Hy)=pq P(H, )=p, (1)
Each of two DM's, one called primary (DM A) and one consulting (DM B),

receives an uncertain measurement y and Ug respectively (Figure 1),
distributed with known joint probability density functions



P Yl H) 5 0,1, (2)

The final decision of the team u (0 or 1, indicating H, or H, to be

true) is the responsibility of the primary DM. DM A initially makes a
preliminary decision u_ where it can either decide (0 or 1) on the basis of

its own data (ie y ), or at 8 cost (C20) can solicit DM B's opinion (u =D,

prior to making the commital decision.
The consulting DM's decision Ug consists of three distinct messages

(call them : x,v and 2) and is activated only when asked. we decided to
assign three messages to DM B, because we wanted to have one message
indicating each of the two hypotheses and one message indicating that the
consulting DM is ‘'not sure.’ In fact, we proved that the optimal content for
the messages of DM B is the one mentioned above.

When the message from DM B is received,the burden shifts back to
the primary DM, which is called to make the commital decision of the team
based on his ovwn data and the information from the consulting DM.

We now define the following cost function:

J: {0, 1}x{Ho,Hy} -+ R (3)

with J(u,H,) being the cost incurred by the team choosing u,, when H is

true.
Then, the optimality criterion for the team is a function

J*:(0,1,10%{0, 1}x{Ho,H{} -+ B (4)

with :
Jlu, H)+C ;  u_=sI{information requested)
JHu,ugH)= [ “ ’ (5)

JueH)  ;  otherwise

The cost structure of the problem is the usual cost structure used
in Hypothesis Testing problems, but also includes the non-negative
communication cost, which the team incurs when the DM A decides to
obtain the consulting DM's information.

Remark : According to the rules of the problem, when the preliminary
decision u, of the primery DM is 0 or 1, then the final team decision is 0 or

I respectively (fe P{ux=ilu =i)=1 fori=0,1 ).



The objective of the decision strategies will be to minimize the
expected cost incurred

min ELJ*(u_ugH)] (6)

whers the minimization is over the dscision rules of the two DMs. Note
that the decision rule of the consulting DM is implicitly included in the
cost function, through the finel team decision u (which is & function of
the decision of the cansulting DM).

All the prior information is known to both DMs. The only information
they do not share is their observations. Each DM knows only its own
observation and, because of the conditional independence assumption,
nothing about the other DM's observation.

The problem can now be stated as follows :

Frobient : Given py, py, the distributions P(y, .y, | H) fori=0,1 withyeY,,

gﬁe\*p, and the cost function J*, find the decision rules u‘x,u13 and U, as
functions

v, ¥, {0,110 (7)
Yp: YB -+ {x,v,2} (8)

and
Yoo ¥, x {x,v,2} = {0,1} (9)

(subject to: P{us=i | u =1)=1 for i=0,1), which minimize the expected cost.

NOTE : The centralized counterpart of the problem, where a single DM
receives both observations is a well known problem. The solution is
deterministic and given by a likelihood ratio test (Irt). That is:

Y1 ¥, % Yg = {0,1} (10)
with

;o Ay, 2t
1 ; otherwise

v°<ua,up)=[ (11)

where
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Aly, 49 = [P(Y,.Yg I Hodngl/ [Py, ug I Hdp,)

P(Hy | 4, 85/ P(H 1) (12)
and t is a precomputed threshold
t = [0, )= J(1H)I 11 Hg)- J(O,Hy)] (13)

provided  J(1,Hy)> J(O,H,) . Thus, the difficulty of our problem arises

because of its decentralized nature.

We will show that, under certain assumptions, the most restrictive
of which is conditional independence of the observations, the optimal
decision rules for the Fras/am are deterministic and given by Irt's with
constant thresholds. The thresholds of the two DMs are coupled, indicating
that the DMs work as a team rather than individuals.

3. About the Solution to the General Problem

In order to be able to solve the Frad/em , we make the following
assumptions.

ASSUMPTION 1: J(1,Hg)> J(OHy) ; J(O,H)> J(1,H,) (14)
or it is more costly for the team to err than to be correct.

This ldgical assumption is made in order to motivate the team members to
avoid erring and in order to enable us to algebraically put the optimal
decisions in 1rt form.

ASSUMPTION 2: P(y, lyﬁ,Hi)= Py, IH) ; P(g£i Iy, H)= P(gg H) ; i=0,1 (15)
or the observations y_ and Yg are conditionally independent.

This assumption removes the dependence of the one observation on the
other and thus allows us to write the optimal decision rules as irt's with
constant thresholds.




ASSUMPTION 3 : Without loss of generality assume that :

Plug=x lu=LHg)  Plug=v lu,=LHg)  Plug=z lu =1Hy)
2 2
Plug= lu,=LH{)  Plug=v lu,=LH;)  Plug=2 Ju,=LH,)

(16)

This assumption is made in order to distinguish between the messages of
DM B.

As shown in detail in the Appendix, the optimal decision rules for
all three decisions of our problem (u_, Uy, U ) are given by deterministic

functions which are expressed as J/ike/ihood ratio lssis with constem
thresholds. The three thresholds of the primary DM (two for u, and one

for u ) and the two thresholds of the consulting DM (for Uy ) can not be

obtained in closed form. They are coupled, that is the thresholds of one DM
are given as functions of the thresholds of the other DM.

Another important result is that, when the optimal decision rules
are employed and the consulting DM's decision is % {(or 2), then the optimal
final decision rule of the primary DM is always O (or 1):

Plu=0lu=Lug=xy )=1 forall y e {y IPlu=1ly=1,yet} @7
and
Plu=11u,=Lug=2,y )=1 forall y.e {y |PQus=lly)=1,yc¥} (18)

Thus, we can simplify our notation by changing the DM B decisions from X
to 0, fromz to 1 and from v to ? {which is interpreted as :"| am not sure").
The team's decision process can be now described as follows : Each of the
two DMs receives an observation. Then, the primary DM can either make the
final decision (0 or 1) or can decide to incur the communication cost
(u,=1) and pass the responsibility of the final decision to the consulting

DM. When called upon, the consulting DM can either make the final decision
or shift the burden back to DM A (uB.-.'?), in which case the primary DM is

- forced to make the final decision, based on its own observation (y ) and
the fact that DM B decided Usz? .

A detailed presentation of the facts discussed above can be found in
the Appendix.
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4. A Gaussian Example

We now present detailed threshold equations for the case where the
probability distributions of the two observaetions are Gaussian. We
selected the Gaussian distribution, despite its cumbersome algebraic
formulae, because of its generality. Our objective is to perform numerical
sensitivity analysis to the solution of this example, in order to gain
information on the team ‘activities.’

e assume that the observations are distributed with the following
Gaussian distributions :

U ~ N0 D) 5 Yy~ Nlpog?) (19)
The two alternative hypotheses ars :
Ho:p=pg OF  H, :p=p, (20)
Without loss of generality, assume that :
The rest of the notation is the same as in the general problem
described above.
we can show that the optimum decision rules for this example are

given by thresholds on the asservalion axes, as shown in Figure 3. Before
presenting the equations of the thresholds, we define some variables.

¥ ! : lower threshold of DM A ¥ U : upper threshold of DM A
¥ : threshold for the final decision of DM A
‘?B‘ : Jower thrashold of DM B ¥y : upper threshold of DM B
¥
04 ,
D) = J (2n)~0-5 exp( -05 x2) dx for i=ap ; j=)fu ; k=0,1
=00

Note that the above function is the well-known error function, presented
with notational modifications to fit the purposes of the problem.
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W' = 05 [040)-0,4(1)] | (22)

0,4(0)-g'(0)-0p (1 )+05 N1 )+ 0, (0) Dy (1)- D (0),1(1)

W2 = 23
Qﬂ“(o)-%‘(o)"'%“(l)' 5‘(1) )
®1(0)D.4(1 )-0,(1)D,4(0)
Wiz ——2 3 P (24)
0%(0)-0,l(0)+ 0 (1)-041(1)
W4= 05 [@BU(O)"@BU(”] (25)
¥," = (eg*r, /2 + {02 /(p, -p)] Inlpy/(1-py)] (26)
¥" = (g*y )2 + [ogZ 7y =)l Inlpg/(1-py)] (27)

In (26) and (27), the (centralized) maximum likelihood estimators for each
DM are defined.

COROLLARY 1 : If P(u_=I»0 (i.e.information is requested for some y.)

and if P(ug-.-? lu=1>0 (i.e."l am not sure” is returned for some Yg. yhen

information is requested), then the optimal final decision rule of the
primary DM is a deterministic function defined by :

0 if <y, f
) = { e (26)
* ! it oy, oS

where :

2 -,
% . ( ®g4{0)-y'(0) )

(29)
T q’auh )"Dsl(i )

AR

COROLLARY 2: If P(ua=1)>0 (1.e. information is requested for some gu)

and the primary DM's final decision rule is the one given by Corollary 1,
then the optimal decision rule of the consulting DM is a deterministic
function defined by :
0 if Ug § Vg
we={ 7 I v ey (30)
1 iIr gt cyg
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where ;

% in(

0 (0)-2,10)y | o 0, %0)-2 o)
, ]
" ) B n{ ) ]

1= miniw,*+ +
K {VB 0 {1)-0 (1) Y Iy ko (1)~ 1)

and:
0, 4(0)-0 o)
0,4(1)-0, 1)

2
% ln(

032
1
F1Ho (

,f(0)-0,)(0)
+ 32
k1~Ho i )]

¥l = max ]y, *+ ¥
P [ P ) P o, f(1)-0,}(1)

COROLLARY 3 : Given that the final decision rule employed by the
primary DM is the one of Corollary 1 and that the decision rule employed
by the consulting DM is the one of Corollary 2, then the optimal decision
rule for the preliminary decision u_ of the primary DM s a deterministic

function defined by :

0 if Ve € ¥l
Ya(u,):( I iy ley, <y (33)
1 if gy,
where : , <0 lo)eC
o -dgl(0)+
v ——In( —2—) ; 0<Cmin{W', w2
Mhg  1-0g(1)-C
0,2 ,1-dM{0)+C
A A : ) wACewd (34)
MBo 1-9g()-C
Vo ;  otherwise
and:
0,2 @,'(0)-C
(gt - ( -L—-) ; 0<C<min (W3, w4}
M7ho ogl(1)+C
0,2 ®,4(0)-C
Yl= gt — ), wkeew! (35)
k1Ko og(1)+C
Vo ; otherwise
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REMARK : Observe that the equations of all the thresheolds include (and
possibly reduce to) a “centralized” part (wi*) indicating the relation of

our problem to its centralized countsrpart.

S. NUMERICAL SENSITIVITY ANALYSIS

We now perform sensitivity analysis to the solution of the Gaussian
example. Our objective is to analyze the affects on the team performancs
from varying the parameters of our problem, in order to obtain better
understanding of the decentralized team decision mechanism. We vary the
quality of the observations of each DM (the variance of each DM), the a
priori likelihood of the hypotheses and the communication cost. Finally, we
study the effects of different a priori knowledge for each DM.

We use the following ‘'minimum error’ cost function:

0 ; Uf:l .
J(ueH) = (36)
1, u=zd
We do not need to vary the cost function, because this would be

mathematically equivalent to varying the a priori probabilities of the two
hypotheses.

S.1 Effects of varying the quality of the observations of the Primary DM

Denote :
C1* = cost incured if the consulting DM makes the decision alane .

We distinguish two cases depending on the cost associated with the
information (ie the of quality of information)

CASE 1 min{Py,1-Pg)s C1*+C

As the variance of the primary DM increasas, it becomes less costly for
the team to have the primary DM always decide the more likely hypothesis,
than request for information. This occurs becayse the observation of DM A
becomes increasingly worthless. Thus, the primary DM prograssively
ignores its observation and in order to minimize cost hes to choose




1%

between “de facto” deciding the more likely hypothesis (and incuring cost
equal to the probability of the least likely hypothesis) or "de facto”
requesting for information (and thus incuring the communication cost plus
the cost of the consulting DM). In this case, the prior is less than the
latter and so the optimum decision of the primary DM, as its variance
tends to infinity is to always decide the more likely hypothesis (Figure 4,
Pg= .8). Thus :

lim P(u,=D-+0
G2 =+

Moreover, the percentage gain in cost achieved by the team of DMs,
relative to the cost incured by a single DM obtaining a single observation,
assymptotically goes to O, as the varience of the primary DM goes to
infinity (Figure S, Py= .8).

An interesting insight can be obtained from Figure 5 { Py= .8). As the

variance of the primary DM increases the percentage improvement in cost
(defined above) is initially increasing and then decreasing assymptotically
to zero. The reason for this is that for very small variances, the
observations of the primery DM are so good that it does not need the
information of the consulting DM. As the variance increases, the primary
DM makes better use of the information and so the percentage
improvement increases. But, at a certain point as the gquality of the
observations worsens, the primary DM finds less costly to start declaring
more often the maore likely hypothesis (ie to bias {ts decision towards the
more likely hypothesis) than requesting for information, for reasons
mentioned above, and so the percentage improvement from then on
decreases.

CASE 2: min{P,,1-Py)> C1*+C
With reasoning similar to the above, we obtain that (Figure 4, PO& 5):

lim P(ua:I) - |
0'02 -+ 00

Moreover, the percentage improvement is strictly increasing {(and keeps
incresing to a precomptutable limit ; Figure 5, Py= .5). This reinforces the

last point we made in (Case 1) above. Since in the present case it is
always less costly for the primary DM to request and use the information
than to bias its decision towards the more likely hypothesis, the
percentage improvement curve does not exhibit the non-monotonic
behavior observed in (Case 1) above ( whera Py=.8).
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5.2 Effects of varying  the guality of the observations of the
Consuylting_ DM

As the variance of the consulting DM's observations increases, less
information is requested by the primary DM, that is the primary DM's upper
and lower thresholds move closer to esch other (Figure 6). This is
something we expected, since information of lesser quality is less
profitable {more costly) to the team of DMs.

We should note here that the thresholds of a DM is an alternative way
of representing the probabilities of the DM's decisions, since the decision
regions are characterized by the thresholds. For example :

P(u 1) =’ZJ P(y, | H) P(H)
R AL A

The thresholds of the consulting DM demonstrate some interesting
points of the team behavior (Figure 7). For small values of the variance
they are very close together, as the quality of the observations is very
good and so the consulting DM is willing to make the final team decision.
As the variance increases, DM B becomes more willing to return uﬁz? (i.e.

"I am not sure”) and let DM A make the final team decision. As the
variance continues to increase, the thresholds of the consulting DM
converge again. It might seem counter-intuitive, but there is a simple
explanation. The consulting DM recognizes that the primary DM, despite
knowing that the quality of the consulting DM's information is bad, is
willing to incur the communication cost to obtain the information. This
indicates that the primary DM is ‘confused’, that is, the a posteriori
probabilities of the two hypotheses (given its observation) are very close
together. Hense, the consulting DM becomes more willing to make the final
decision. After a certain point (c$2z62.4) the primary DM does find it

worthwhile to request for information at all.

REMARK : Note in Figure 7 that the thresholds of the consulting DM
converge to 1 which would have been the maximum likelihood threshold
had the a priori probabilities of the two hypotheses been gqual. But, the a
priori probabilities waich the consulling 01 uses In Ils calcuialions ars
functions of the given a priori probabilities (ie p) and the fact that the

primery DM requested for information (ie P(u=I | H) ). In fact, the
consulting DM uses as its a priori probabilities its own gstimates of the
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primary DM's a posteriori probabilities. That is:

P(Hy) P(u =1 | Hy)

P(Hg  u,=D =
"ol % P(H) P(u=1 | H)

(37

From the above, we deduce that for large variances (052z62) the estimates,

of the consulting DM, for the a posteriori probabilities of the primary DM
are very close to .5, reenforcing our point sbout the primary DM "being
confused.”

Finally, it is clear, that as the variance of the consulting DM
increases, the percentage gain in cost, achieved by the team of DMs,
decreases to O, since the primary DM eventually makes all the decisions
alone (centralized).

S.3 Effects of varying_the Communication Cost

Increasing the communication cost is very similar to increasing the
variance of the consulting DM, sincs in both cases the team "gets less for
its money" (because the team has to incur an increased cost, either in the
form of an increased communication cost, or in the form of the final cost,
because of the worse performance of the consulting DM).

The thresholds of the primary DM, exhibit the same behavior as in 5.2
above (converging together at C=.35). The thresholds of the consulting DM
(Figure 8) converge together for the same reasons as in 5.2 above. Of
course, the thresholds do not start together for small values of the
communication cost (as in 5.2), because low communication cost does not
imply ability for the consulting DM to make accurats decisions. In fact, for
small values of the communication cost, DM A is compelled to request for
information more often than what is really needed and so the consulting
DM returns more often uaz? (ie “| am not sure”) and lets DM A make the

team final decision.

Agsin it is clear that, as the communication cost increases, the
percentage gain achieved by the team of the DMs decreases to zero (as the
communication becomes more costly and less frequent, until we reach the
centralized case). :

5.4 Effects of verying the o priori probabilities of the hypotheses

This case does not present many interesting points. As expected, there is
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sgmmetrg in the performeance of the team around the line Pg= 0.5 . The
closer“fao is to 0.5 the more often information is requested by DM A

(Figure 9) and the more often "I am not sure” is returned by DM B (Figure
10). This is understandable, because the closer p, is to 0.5, the bigger the

a priori uncertainty. Consequently, the percentage improvement achieved
by the team of the DMs is monotonically increasing withp, from 0 to 0.5

and monotonically decreasing from 0.5 to 1.

9.5 Effects of imperfect 8 prigri_information

CASE 1 : Only the consulting DM knows the true p,
From Figure 11, where the true p, is 0.8, we deduce that our model is
relatively robust. If the primary DM's erroneous p, is anywhere between

0.7 and 0.9, performance of the team will be not more than 108 away
from the optimum.

CASE 2 Only the primary DM knows the true p,
As we see in Figure 12, where the true Py is 0.8, our model exhibits
remarkable robustness qualities. If the consulting DM's erroneous p, is as

far out as 0.01, the performance of the team will not be further than 73
away from the optimal. This can be explained by looking at the consulting
DM's thresholds as functions of p, (Figure 13). We observe that for values

of Po between 0.01 and 0.99, the thresholds do not change by much. This

occurs because, as explained in detail in 5.2 above, the consulting DM
knows that the primary DM requests for information when its a posteriori
probabilities of the two hypotheses are roughly equal, which is the case
indeed. As already stated, the consulting DM uses as its a priori
probabilities its estimates of the a posteriori probabilities of the primary
DM. Therefore, the consulting DM's estimates of the primary DM's a
posteriori probabilities are good, besides the discrepancy in Pg, ond the

team's performance is not tampered by much.

Acknowledgment
The authors would 1ike to thank Professor John N. Tsitsiklis for his
valuable suggestions.




18

6. REFERENCES

(1]

(2]

(3]

[4]

(5]

[6]

(7]

(8l

[9]

Van Trees, H.L. (1969)
Detection, Estimation and Modulation Theorg, vol. I.
New York : Wiley, 1969

Tenney, R.R., and Sandell, N.R. {(1981)
Detection with Distributed Sensors
IEEE Trans. of Aerospace and Electronic Systams
17, 4 (July 1981), pp. 501-509

Ekchian, LK. (1982)
Optimal Design of Distributed Detection Networks
Ph.D. Dissertation, Dept. of Elect. Eng. and Computer Science
Mass. Inst. of Technology

Ekchian, LK., and Tenney, RR. (1982)
Detection Networks
Proceedings of the 215! |EEE Conference on Decision and Control
pp. 686-691

Kushner, HJ., and Pacut, A. (1982)
A Simulation Study of a Decentralized Detection Problem
IEEE Trans. on Automatic Control, 27, 5 (Oct. 1982)
pp. 1116-1119

Chair, Z., and Yarshney, P.X. (1986)
Optimal Data Fusion in Multiple Sensor Detection Systems
IEEE Trans. on Aerospace and Electronic Systems
21, 1, (January 1986), pp. 98-101

Boettcher, K.L. (1985)
A Methodology for the Analysis and Design of Human
Information Processing Organizations
Ph.D. Dissertation, Dept. of Elect. Eng. and Computer Science
Mass. Inst. of Technology

Boettcher, K.L., and Tenney, R.R. {1985)
On the Analysis and Design of Human Information Processing
Orgenizations
Proceedings of the 8th MIT/ONR Workshop on C3 Systems
pp. 69-74

Boettcher, K.L., and Tenney, RR. (1985)
Distributed Decisionmaking with Constrained Decision Makers
A Case Study
Proceedings of the 8th MIT/ONR Workshop on C3 systems
pp. 75-79




19

[10] Tsitsiklis, J.N. (1984)
Problems in Decentralized Decision Making and Computation
Ph.D. Dissertation, Dept. of Elec. Eng. and Computer Science

: Mass. Inst. of Technology

[11] Tsitsiklis, JN., and Athans, M. (1985)
On the Complexity of Decentralized Decision Making
and Detection Problems
IEEE Trans. on Automatic Control, 30, 5, (May 1985)
pp. 440-446

APPENDIX : Solution to the General Problem

ASSUMPTION 1:  J(1LH» J(OHy)  ;  J(OH,)> J(1H,) (38)
or it is more costly for the team to err than to be correct.

This logical assumption is made in order to motivate the team members to

avoid erring and in order to enable us to put the optinal decisions in Irt

form.

ASSUMPTION 2: P(y, Igﬁ,Hi): P(y, H) ; P(g” ly, H)= P(g,3 H) ; 1=0,1 (39)
or the observations y_ and Y are conditionally independent.

This assumption removes the dependence of the one observation on the
other and thus allows us, as we are about to show, to write the optimal
decision rules as Irt's with constant thresholds.

ASSUMPTION 3 : Without loss of generality assume that :

P(ug=x | u,=LHy) Plug=v | U =1Hg) P(ug=2 | u,=LHy)
2 2
Plug=x | u,=LH,) P(ug=v | u,=LHy) P(ug=2 | u,=LH,)

(40)

This assumption is made in order to be able to distinguish between the
messages of DM B.
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THEOREM 1 : Given decision rules u, and ”B , and that information is

requested by the primary DM for some y €Y, (i.e. P(u z1)>0 ), then the

optimal final decision of the primary DM after the information has been
received, can be expressed as a deterministic function

yr: ¥ x {x,v,2}+{0,1}

which is defined as likelihood ratio tests:

0 ; If ug=l and Ay 2 o

¥ (Ua'“8)={ 1, otherwise

for i=x,v,2 (41)

where :

pO P(Ua l HO)
(4) = (42)
fatle P P(ga I H,)

and :
P(Usﬂ | u,=I, H1) [J(l,H,)‘J(O,H1)]
o = . ;o i=x,v,2  (43)

Remark : (29) is the eguation for the corresponding threshold of the
Gaussian example.

THEOREM 2 : Given the optimal decision rule u, (derived in Theorem 1),
a decision rule u, and that information is requested for some gue?“ (i.e.

P(u =1)>0),the optimal decision rule of the consulting DM is a deterministic
function

Yp: Yﬁ -+ {x,v,2}
defined as the following likelihood ratio tests :

Wy = [ v 1f Ay <y and Ay 2b3 (44)
2 If Aglyg) <bp and Aglys) < b3
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vhere :
(Ua) = (45)
W R Ty
and :
P(u =l Hy) uZ[P(u,l U =L, U=Y,Hy 1= PCUf | Uy=Tug=x,Hy (U Hy )
b, = L (46)
P(u =1 | Hy) ;tmu, | uy=Lug=x,Ho)= PUuy | Uy=T,ug=v, Hoh(up,Ho)
f
P{u,=I | H,) Z[F’(uf | Uup=Lug=2,H;)- Plu, | Ug=1,ug=x,H; )1 (ug,Hy)
b, = ! (47)
Pu,=I| Hy) Eu;[P(u1r | u,=1,ug=x,Hg)= P(ug | ugy=I,ug=2,Hg)ld(ug,Hy)
P(uu=I 1 Hy) D [PCuq | gL, Ug=2,Hy )= Pl | =T, ug=v,Hy (g Hy )
¢ B 8 U,y
bz = (48) -

P(u,=I | Hy) qu(P(u, | Uy=LUg=v, Hy)= Plug | U, =L, ug=2,Hy) (g, Ho)

Equivalently, we can write :

X i1 Agyg) 2By
wud = { v I Ay By end Ay 2B, (49)
2 i1 Ag(yg) < B

where
B, =max {b,, b} (50)

and :
Bzzmin{bz, bs}. (51)

Remark : (31) and (32) are the equations of the corresponding thresholds
of the Gaussian example.
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LEMMA 1 : Given the decision rule Ug of the consulting DM and the
final decision rule y, of the primary DM, the preliminary decision rule u,
of the primary DM can be expressed as a deterministic function

Y Y {0,101

defined as the following dagenerale (because the thresholds are
functions of y ) Irts :

0 if Aly)2ay and A,(y,) 29,
YolUy) = [ I if Afy,) <ap and 1/A(y,) < 1/83 (52)
1 it Afu)<ay and 1/A(y) 2 1/03
whers A (y ) is defined in (42) and :

J(O;H1) - \J( 1 ,H1 )

= 53
“ J(1,Hg) = J(O,Hy) 53)
2. Plug | u,=Lug,Uo) Plug | u,=LH IJup Hy) + €1 - JO,H,)
Uf,Ua
62 = (54)
J(O,Ho) "UEU P(Uf’ Ua=I.U3,ga) P(u;; ! ua=I,H0){J(Uf,H0) + C]
1.Ug
2 Plug | u,=Lug,u,) P(ug | u,=LH IugHy) + €1 - J(1,H,)
up,Ug
03 = (55)
JO1Hg) = D Plug | =g o) Plug | u,=LHg)(ug Hy) + C1

We procsed to show that the thrésholds derived above
are independent of y, .

COROLLARY 1 : If for some y_ information is requested, according to
the rule of Lemma 1 and Up=¥ (or z) 1is returned, then the optimal final
decision u, of the primary DM is always O (or 1); that is:
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P(u=01 uﬁ:[,u;;:x,ga) =1 forally.e{y |Plu=lly)l=t, yeY} (56)
and
Plu=1luzLug=2y)=1 forallye{y |Pluz=1ly)l=1,yev} (57

Remark : From Corrolary 1 we can now give another interpretation to the
team procedure: the primary DM can decide 0 or 1 using his own
observation or can decide,because of uncertainty, to incur the
communication cost (C) and shift the burden of the decision to the
consulting DM. Then it is the consulting DM's turn to choose between
deciding 0 or 1, or, because of uncertainty, shifting the burden back (at no
cost) to the primary DM, which is required to make the final decision
given his observation and the fact that the consulting DM's observation is
not good enough for the consulting DM to make the final decision.

According to the above, we can simplify our notation of the
consulting DM's messages by changing x to 0, z to 1 eand v to 7
(which is interpreted as the consulting DM saying "I am not surs”).

Define the following secondary variables :

Adg = J(1,Hg) - J(O,Hy) (s6)

Ady = J(OH,) - J(1H,) (59)

wz Ado AJ1 [P(US:? l Ho)P(U3=1 I H,) - P(Us=7 ’ H1 )P(UB:-" ! Hg)] (6])
i Adg P(ug=? | Ho) + Ay P(ug=? | Hy)

o, SoSIPU? I HIPL=0 Ky - Puye? L HPGu0 LM
AJO P(UB:? | HQ) + AvJ] P(Uﬁ=? ' H|)

ot Mo 8y [PGUy=O0 [ o) - Pluy=0 [ ) ©3)

Bg*ady
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P(Uazl lHo)A.Jo+C

[P(Ua-‘:l l Hg) + P(Ua=? ' H, )l Ady -C
[Plug=1 1 Hg) + Plug=? [ Hg)l adg + C

32'1 = (64)

2= (65)

P(u§=0 ! H‘) AJ1 + C
83'1 = (56)
P(U3=O I HO) A'JO = C

[P(ug=0 l H‘ )+P(U3=? ' H1 )] AJ1 + C
[Pug=0 | Hy)+P(ug=? | Hpd] Ay - C

(67)

THEOREM 3 : Given the optimum final decision rule u, of the primary
DM (derived in Theorem 1) and the optimum decision rule ug of the

consulting DM, the optimum decision rule for the preliminary decision of
the primary DM is given by a deterministic function

Yo : Y, {0,101}
defined by the following likelihood ratio tests :

0 if Ay oy
Yolly) = { I if A (y) <y end Afy,)2ap (68)
1 It A(Y) <ap
where :

8y If  0<Cemin{w! W2
ap={ ey T W2cCiwt (69)
9, otherwise

85, 1f  0<Cemin{wd w4
gz 8, If WEcCoW! (70)
9, otherwise

Remark : (34) and (35) are the equations of the corresponding thresholds
for the Gaussian example.
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